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Encampment Proceedings 
FIRST SESSION 
Tuesday Afternoon, April 10th, 1917 


The Thirty-fifth Annus is Encampment of the Massachusetts 
Divisions, Sons of Veterans, U.S. A. , Was called to order at 2 o'clock p.m., 
on Tuesday, April 10th, 1917, . Divuion Commander A. A. Bronsdon, 
in Lorim Iall, Tremont Temple, Boston, Mass. 

Division Councillor IF’. W. Butler was placed in charge of the entrances 
to the hall, and was ably assisted by Past Commander W. W. Hall, 1; 
Past Commander J. W. Fuller ; Past Commander C. N. Carter, 87; 
Delegate R. I. Getchell, 104; Delegate E. B. Russell, 104; Alternate W. 
Habblitz, 34; and Commander C. H. Aechtler, 87. 

Division Organizer E. W. Homan was detailed as Guide, ‘and Past 
Commander C, T. Dolan, 138, and Commander P. W. Moore, 65, as 
Color Bearers. Delegate J. D. Brooks, 24 was appointed Patriotic 
Instructor of the Encampment and Division Treasurer B. A. Holmes 
as Musician. 

The Guide of the Encampment, assisted by the Color Bearers, collected 
the pass-word and countersign from all present and the doors were closed 
during the opening 
ion Chaplain Rev. R. B. Fister offered the opening prayer and 
as followed by the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag and the S. of V- 
Flag Salute. 


ROLL CALL OF DIVISION OFFICERS 

Tues. Wed. Wed. 
P.M.A.M. P.M. 
Division Commander, A. A. Bronsdon............ 
Senior Vice Commander, M. B. Boody..........- 
Junior Vice Commander., E. W. Howland 
G. E. Hunt 
Division Council W. J. Ricker... 
F.W. Butler 
Chaplain. .... Rey. R. B. Fisher, 

Seeretary, H. F. Weiler... ... 
Treasurer, 1. 
Counselor, J. T. Potter. 
Patriotic I uctor, J. M. Chapple 
Organizer, 2. W. Homan 
Press Correspondent, O. J. Sebolt 
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ENCAMPMENT COMMITTEES 
Credentials—H. I’. Weiler (79); I. A. Holmes (46); W. T- Tisdale 
(89); I. W. Floyd (45); L. S. Ricker (56). 
Constitution and Laws—J. T. Potter (39); J. G. Wolff (89); H. N. 
Joyner (137); 


Officers’ Reports—I’. L. Kirchgassner (56); H. D. Sisson (108); 
B. J. Brown (37); W. O. Cutler (49); E. W. Baker (149). 

Ritual and Ceremonies—Rev. R. B. Fisher (15); F'. W. Butler (104); 
W. W. Thompson (79). 

Resolutions—F. J. Donahue (77); 8. L. Cook (30); J. B. Maceabe 
(46); J. D. Brooks (24); F. J. Bradford (3). 

Press—O. J. Sebolt (45); P. D. Brown (150); F. T. Waugh (14); 
B. F. Powell (156); J. E. Whittier (3). 


GREETINGS COMMITTEE 

G. A. R.—G. Richardson (46); E. W. Homan (34); EE. FE. Hobson 
(136); A. D. Smith (10). 

W. R. C.—H. H. Hale (5); E. B. Simmons (25); W. I. Fish (11); 
L. H. Mann (99). 

Army Nurses—S . L. Pickering (78); J. W. White (39); Rev. E. L. 
Hamilton (5). 

S. of V. Auxiliary—B. W. Ham (45); C. W. MacNear (64); L. H. 
Palmer (79); E. A. Smith (36). 

D. of V- E. Bolton (46); IE. J. Goodman (46); I. J. Bradford (3); 
H. A. Mayo (51); D. I. Brown (59). 


L. of G. A. R.—L. G. Mitcehll (3); W. E. Choate (6); H. J. Gray (14); 
H. A. Marden (45); J. E. Johnson (153). 


REPORT OF CREDENTIAL COMMITTEE 
The following is 
Committee 


1 summary of the progressive reports of the Credential 
and the final net report, with duplications deducted. 

Net, 
Listed Opening 2d Closing Voting 


Session Session Session Strength 
Past. Com.-in-Chief. . . . 


4 2 4 4 4 
Past Div. Commander, 28 7 12 14 1 
Division Officers. . 13 10 10 12 12 
Camp Commanders. 160 25 43 66 66 
Past Camp Commanders 1305 55 126 220 180 
Delegates 319 71 99 149 139 
Altermatesyswer prowess ie * 319 8 18 30 18 


2148 178 312 495 430 


READING OF OFFICERS’ REPORTS 
While Division Commander Bronsdon read his annual report to the 
Encampment, Senior Vice Commander Boody presided. At the close of 
the reading of his report, Division Commander Bronsdon was loudly 
applauded. The report was referred to the Committee on Officers’ 
Reports, together with the reports of the other officers, Committees and 
Commissions, 
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Report of Division Commander 
REV. ALLEN A. BRONSDON, CAMP 10, MILLERS FALLS 


Members of the Thirty-fifth Annual Encampment:— 


Thirty-five years of history are behind us as we meet in annual 
session. 

Sentiment has bound together loyal Sons of Veterans till a Division 
of splendid proportions is the result. 

The early years of the Order of Sons of Veterans in Massachusetts 
were given to securing the attachment of youth to an organization whose 
place among patriotic bodies, in future years, was not realized by its friends. 

We owe much to Brothers who gave thought and labor in those days 
to laying the splendid foundation on which the Division has built a 
structure of strength. 

Throughout the thirty-five years there has been faithful acknowl- 
edgement of the sentiment that ties us to an organization honoring our 
fathers’ devotion to Country and Flag. 

Our kinship to the Grand Army of the Republic is a wonderful 
heritage. 

To-day our Division shows strength of which we are proud, but is 
far from being worthy of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, whose 
gift of men to the Civil War was large. 

To the achievements of thirty-four years, we haye added another 
year of endeavor. Forall that Camps and members have done to make 
the advance worthy of our heritage, I am, with you, grateful. 

Brothers, larger service calls—heed the summons. 

The Veterans are taking with them their name, as they leave the 
ranks of life. To their descendants is given the priceless possession of 
perpetuating their name. 

The future is pregnant with possibilities. May all that is expected 
of every Son of a Veteran be contributed with a generosity that 


. shall engage th2 appreciative attention and support of all patriotic 


citizens. 


GRAND ARMY OF THE REPUBLIC 


It has been given to the Grand Army of the Republic to mould and 
fashion patriotic opinion, and how wonderfully, through the years of its 
existence, patriotism and good citizenship have been supported and 
exemplified by the Veterans. 

We delight, as Sons of Veterans, in our distinct privilege to assist the 
Veterans of the G.A.R. It is for us to sit by their side and listen to the 
stories of dangers and duties assumed without hesitancy. 

May the spirit of the sires be communicated to their sons. 
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Throughout the year I have greatly enjoyed my fraternal relations 
with Department Commander Francis E. Mole, of Adams. 

Generous of love and comradeship to his Comrades, he has shown and 
shared a like spirit to the Sons of Veterans, and has quickened interest in 
Posts of the G. A. R. in the rapidly increasing usefulness of the Order of 
Sons of Veterans. 

Thave also received hearty support from Senior Vice Department 
Commander Daniel E. Denny, of Worcester. I rejoice in the deserved 
recognition which his Comrades will bestow upon him in electing him this 
year to be the successor of that splendid soldier-citizen, Francis E. Mole. 

Grand Army of the Republic! That name grows more beautiful 
with age. 

There is one sentiment for the Veterans of the G. A. R.—Chcers for 
the living, and tears for the dead. 


SONS OF VETERANS’ AUXILIARY 


The kindly offices of the Auxiliary have been many during the year, 
and the excellent work in behalf of the Sons of Veterans shows in increased 
interest as well as in activities in Camps where we have the co-operation 
of an Auxiliary. 

The devotion of Division President, Lottie L. Ford, to the work 
intrusted to her charge, is seen in a splendid gain in membership, as well 
as in new Auxiliaries organized. 

On many occasions it has been my pleasure to present, with Miss 
Ford, the work in which our Organizations find 2 common interest. I 
have always noted her strong support of all that concerns the usefulness 


of the Sons of Veterans, also her unswerving loyalty to the Veterans of 
the Grand Army. 


WOMAN’S RELIEF CORPS 


Throughout the existence of the G. A. R. an unusual expression of 
loyalty has been seen in the services bestowed by the Woman’s Relief 
Corps. 

With zeal, and generous gifts of time and strength, Mrs. Annie Poole 
Atwood has served the Department of Massachusetts. She has a great 
admiration for the Veteran and his family. 


DAUGHTERS OF VETERANS 


Our sister-organization has prospered under the painstaking leader- 
ship of its Department President, Mrs. Nellie M. Goodman. 

It has been a pleasure to work-with her and to learn of her success. 

The heritage which falls to Sons and Daughters of Veterans of the 
Civil War is identical, and one of great worth. 
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OTHER ALLIED ORGANIZATIONS 


The Ladies of the G. A. R. and the Army Nurses’ Association often 
show their kindly offices to the Sons of Veterans, all of which is acknowl- 
edged at this time, and it is a pleasure to share in these acts of patriotic 
ministration from friends of our fathers. 


DIVISION OFFICERS 


My official family has worked hard to make the administration one 
of value to the Order of Sons of Veterans. 

I could not have carried on the great task involved without the 
hearty co-operation of my many associates. To recall, through 
coming years, their individual offerings of support and service will be a 
delight. 

I cannot speak of all that each has given his Division Commander, 
but I cannot forget the faithfulness to me through the year. 

Past Commander-in-Chief Fred E. Bolton, Brother George E. Hunt 
and Division Secretary Henry F. Weiler have been three sterling sup- 
porters, each having a royalty on loyalty. 


DISTRICT AIDES 


The increasing of the number of Aides from 17 to 28 has proved a 
wise move. 

I have been fortunate in the Brothers serving me as Aides. To 
have had the services of these servants of the Order at my command has 
quickened my devotion to my tasks. 

I am strongly of the opinion that the number of Aides should be 
still further increased. More Districts, more activities, more workers. 


KANSAS CITY 


The Thirty-fifth Annual Encampment of the Commandery-in-Chief 
held in Kansas City, Mo., August 30-31, 1916, was attended by your Divi- 
sion Commander and seven delegates. . 

Commander-in-Chief A. E. B. Stephens, of Cincinnati, O., presided 
over a very successful session. 


NEW CAMPS 


We welcome to a place in the Division, seven new Camps. 

Division Organizer Dr. E. W. Homan has labored with a zeal through- 
out the year, and the result of his efforts is seen in the presence of these 
new Camps. 3 

With a willingness to be of service to the Division, born through his 
love for the Sons of Veterans, he has been of great assi8tance to me in this 
special field, with its unusual opportunities for developing the strength 
and standing of the Division. 


MEMORIAL DAY 


The observance of Memorial Day is given greater attention by the 
Sons of Veterans each recurring year. 

Each year finds the Posts of the Grand Army of the Republic, in 
increasing numbers, accepting the services and strength of Sons of Veterans 
in the observance of the day. 

In 1915 the number of Brothers participating was 4,712; on Memorial 
Day in 1916 the number was 4,805. This gain is gratifying. 

Time is hastening us to an hour when on Memorial Day it will be 
ours to care for the heroic dead whose dust our fathers have yearly covered 
with flowers. 

All citizens of the Commonwealth ought to make Memorial Day the 
occasion of memorial to men whose deeds illumine a cause with a radiance 
which shall never die. 


BOOST AND BOOM 


The slogan for the year—Boost and Boom—met with a quick and 
continuous approval in Division cireles. 

Past Commander-in-Chief Fred 2. Bolton as Chairman of the ‘Boost 
and Boom” Committee has given this feature of publicity his thoughtful 
attention. The call to greater activity has been voiced in many letters 
to the ‘Boosters’. 4 

A very helpful result is the securing of a list of “live wires’ in the 


Camps, whose aid will be sought in furthering the growth and welfare of 
the Division in coming days. 


THE BUTTON 
' Our button is destined to take a place of recognition in the public eye 
in the near future. 
! With the passing of the “bronze button’ of the G. A. R., our button 
is to grow in value to the wearer, 
Brothers, wear the Sons of Veterans’ button. 


GROWTH 

Numerical growth is indicative of health in an organization, and the 
usefulness as well. 

To know that there are additions to the Camps with the introduction 
of new faces, strength and ideas, gives a larger place and outlook to our 
Division. 

To-day our membership is 7,600. May my successor make it 8,000 
during his term of service. 


EFFICIENCY 


Because of inefficient leadership, many of our Camps are to-day 
small in point of membership. 


I 
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A speedy remedy for the situation is the careful selection by each 
Camp of its Commander. Let the ideal be a man with commanding 
personality, and able to attract the eligible to membership in the local 
Camp. 

The time has arrived for a closer scrutinizing of the personal qualifi- 
cations of those selected to become the leaders. 

To-day the strong and needed cligible is not attracted as we might 
expect. 

Laxity of supervision in the past must be replaced by careful con- 
sideration for selection of officers, whose sole aim will be to see that pro- 
gress, as well as patriotism, makes an appeal to the eligible. 

Efficiency means more eligibles won to the Sons of Veterans. 


RITUAL 


We have a ritual of merit, but its worth is lost by the failure of Camps 
to memorize the work. : 

With a Degree Team presenting the ritualistic work in an impressive 
manner, there comes a quickening interest among the members of the 
Camp. 

This feature must receive attention soon, and possibly from a supet- 
vision outside of the Camp, and I cannot but feel that this Encampment 
ought to encourage a study of the situation. The appointment of an 
interested and qualified person to undertake this important work through- 
out the Division, is my thought. I can see, as you can see, a livening of 
interest in our Order. ‘ 

Here is a splendid field in which to realize something of value in 
securing attendance and growth. 


CLASS INITIATIONS 


The Faneuil Hall Class Initiation has shown what can be done effect- 
ively in this direction. 

Successful District Initiations held in Springfield, Worcester, Fram- 
ingham and at other points satisfy me that this is a means of giving our 
Order desirable publicity, as well as to furnish an added incentive to those 
who might otherwise allow the work of recruiting to lag. 


MILITARY BALL 


The attendance of the many members and guests, together with the 
financial success secured, was a splendid recognition of the faithful labors 
of an interested committee in behalf of an occasion that supplies & social 
event in an attractive setting. 

The sum realized was over $200.00. 

To Past Division Commander George M. Tucker, and to his asso- 
ciates on the committee of arrangements, I extend my thanks. 
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of years. 


THE BANNER 


As a Division, we are indebted to the “Banner” 
loyal editor, William A. Dustin, for th 
interests of the Camps in Massachusetts. 

Its value as a medium of publicity is recciving deserved approval. 

LT urge that all Brothers give its columns careful reading and so catch 
the larger vision of the possibilities of publicity and patriotism. 


Division Press Correspondent O. J. Sebolt has unusual fitness and 
ability for the office which he so ably fills. 


Tam indebted to him for the splendid publicity given the 


and to its genial and 
e generous gift of space to the 


Division. 
NATIONAL ENCAMPMENT 


of the Republic will 
August 19th next. 
m will have an opportunity 
as been given at previous Encampments, 
desire to assist in making the visit of the 
Veterans memorable for the sincere and cordial welcome accorded them. 
The National Encampment of the Sons of Veterans, U. S. A. will 
also be held coincident with that of the G. A. R. : Abi, 
Re eure eet our Brothers and should make their st, 


The members of the Massachusetts Divisio: 
to repeat the useful service that h: 
and they should be keen in their 


ay 


FINANCES 


8 report shows an expenditure in behalf of 
sion that has been conservative and valuable, 


een paid to the treasury by Chairman Geor, 
. e = Be 
associates, W. J, Ricker and Fr.w. Butler, of the Division 


The Division Treasurer 
the growing work of the Divi 

Careful attention has bi 
E. Hunt and his 
Council. 

The funds of the Division he 


ons ive been devot, a i i 
of bringing larger dividends fro voted at all times to the task 


m the investment, 


INSPECTIONS 


; A ealreful analysis of the Inspection blanks used in October shows a 
Jlsing of the fi ting of Many a Camp heretofore content with giving scant. 


Alogi £9 anita tes of ts wort ovat and to the Divison, 
RLETIEIOE ( 


JUNIOR ORDER 


he Order will increase 


2 Joe 

with the passing 
is branch of t ; 

st of this bra a 

ae rly wi of the affe 

cath jeld for work. The early winnie meee 

pore aoe jssesses will mean a more i 
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RECOMMENDATIONS 


1. That the month of October be continued as the time for inspec- 


tions. ‘ : 
2. That the number of District Aides be increased, thus read ie 
a smaller number of Camps to receive the more frequent attention 
an important official. : ; ee ‘ 
3. That an appropriation be made by the incoming may eae 
for the purpose of holding exemplifications of the ritualistic work, a 
intaini ivisi Team. 
the maintaining of a Division Degree ‘ 
4, That a campaign of publicity be undertaken for the purpose ©: 
securing eligibles. : ; 
5. That the Encampment give endorsement to the work of securing 
aState Memorial Building for the Grand Army of the Republic. ae 
6. That a Division committee on Preparedness and National Defens 
be appointed. f i 
7. That the sum of at least $500 be appropriated by this nets 
ment, atl placed at the disposal of the Committee already appoin' es ee 
be used at their discretion in the entertainment of the delegates 
National Encampment. 


SUMMARY 


i F ics 
I have paid 82 official visits; traveled by railroad, auto ane See 
9,523 miles on Division business, and spent away from my hom 
; Ns 
equal of 75 days. jie pa atl 
; Brothers, this has been a contribution of love for a Division tha 
‘8, 
am proud to have served. 


IN CONCLUSION 


The hour is vibrant with possibilities for the Sons of Veterans. Vee 
It is a time for larger appreciation of patriotism, and a pra 
ibitio i vha 1 cost. 

x! ition of it, no matter at what persona’ ; ee 
tase the contribution of the Sons of Veterans at this ee GaA 
period in the Nation’s life, distinctive, noteworthy, and a ta eee 
to the other forces that are being mobilized and equipped for the s 
of the Republic. 


Respectfully submitted, 


IA Goovedm— 


Division Commander 


Report of Senior Vice Division 
Commander 


MILTON B. BOODY, CAMP 30, DORCHESTER 


Commander and Members of the Thirty-fifth Annual Encampment:— 


It is with many pleasant memories of past events that I submit this 
brief report for your approval. 

But first let me again thank you for the honor you conferred upon 
me, and the expressed confidence placed in me when you elected me to 
this office. 

It has indeed been an extreme pleasure and honor to serve the Massa- 
chusetts Division, Sons of Veterans, under the able and pleasant leadership 
of Commander Bronsdon. To know him intimately and to work with 
him, is to learn to love and respect him. It is with genuine regrets that 
I realize our official relations must cease. 

To Division Officers and Camp Commanders, with whom I have 
come in contact, I wish to express my sincere thanks for their many 
courtesies and acts of kindness and assistance to me. 

Time does not allow, or space permit me to weary you with a detailed 
account of my visits to Camps and occasions at which it has been my 
honor to represent Commander Bronsdon and the Division. To summarize 
briefly, I have Tepresented Commander Bronsdon on thirteen special 
occasions, have made twenty-eight voluntary visits to various Camps, 
installed the officers of nine Camps, and have accompanied Commander 
Bronsdon on four occasions. All of my visits have had some specific 
object in view and were not made at random, and I am pleased to believe 
that some of them were successful. 

Brothers, in taking official leave of you, probably for the last time, 
let me again repeat some of the thoughts which I have tried to instill into 
your minds and your Camp work, Be true to your obligations. Think 
of them seriously and let your acts be governed by them. 

Elect your best men for Camp officers. Elect those who have the 
ability and the will to give your Camp a manly, unselfish, “clean-cut”’, 
business-like administration, and those who will “Act with honor to all 
with whom they come in contact’’. Be Brothers in the true fraterna! 
sense of that word. Be broad-minded. ‘Cut out’ internal strife and 
petty jealousies which is sure to weaken your Camp and eventually cause 


it to become a discredit to the Order and to that noble order of our fathers, 
the Grand Army Republic. 


Respectfully submitted, 
MILTON B. BOODY, 


Senior Vice Division Commander 
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Report of Junior Vice Division 
Commander 


EDGAR W. HOWLAND, CAMP 50, ROCKLAND 
Commander and Members of the Thirty-fifth Annual Encampment:— 


It has been a pleasure for me to serve with Division Commander 
Bronsdon the past year, as Junior Vice Division Commander. 

During the past year, I have visited seventeen different Camps, 
besides taking part in two Class Initiations, helping form two new coe 
and being present at several social events and Camp Fires. Wherever ; 
went I was most heartily welcomed by the Brothers and made to feel ai 
home. While there have been times that I should like to have atiended 
meetings of different Orders, I felt that the Order of Sons of Veterans ae 
the other Allied Orders came first and whenever called upon I responded. 

In conclusion I wish to thank the members of the Massachusetts 
Division for the honor bestowed upon me the past year and pledge myself 
to support the next Division Commander and help in any way possible. 


Respectfully submitted, 
EDGAR W. HOWLAND, 
Junior Vice Division Commander 


Report of Division Council 


GEORGE E. HUNT, CAMP 67, ABINGTON 
W. J. RICKER, CAMP 56, CAMBRIDGE 
F. W. BUTLER, CAMP 104, SAUGUS 


To the Officers and Members of the Thirty-fifth Annual Encampment — 


‘ A f 

Your Division Council beg leave to submit the following report © 
their official actions during their term of office. 4 

Immediately following the adjournment of the Thirty-fourth ay 
Encampment, your Council met at Division Headquarters, being cee al 
to order by Division Commander A. A. Bronsdon. The Council eee s 
by electing unanimously George E. Hunt as Chairman and W. J. Ric! 
as Secretary. ; r 

At a meeting held on April 20th, all members of the Council bee 
present, the bonds for the different officers were fixed as follows: oe | 
for Division Commander at $2,000; bond for Division Secretary at $1,000; 
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bond for Division Treasurer at $2,000; bond for the Secretary-Treasurer 
of the G. A. R. Trust Fund at $2,000; bond for the Secretary-Treasurer of 
the Dormitory Commission at $500. 

At this meeting the question of taking a lease of present Headquarters 
was considered by your Council. The owners of the building refused 
to renew the lease on the basis paid last year, and after careful considera- 
tion it was voted by the Council that the Secretary of the Division be 
authorized to execute a lease of the present Headquarters at 15 Beacon 
Street, Boston, for one year, at a rental of $400. 

During the year the Council have voted the following salaries and 
appropriations: 


Salary of Division Secretary . . - $500.00 
Salary of Division Treasurer, . 800.00 
Travelling expenses for Division Officers . 500.00 
Appropriation for Organizing work... .. + 100.00 
Appropriation for a Publicity Campaign . 500.00 
Appropriation for Clerk Hire for Division Commander. . 100.00 


Appropriation for meetings of Division Commanders’ 
Staff Officers 


to National Eneamp- 


METS SD COUs do See Rea Oe 
In addition to the above appropri 


30.00 


have also 


; Council 
authorized the purchase of six folding chairs for the office, a frame for the 
pictures of the past Division Commanders, a cabinet for holding the 


ations the 


plates of the addressograph machine. We also voted to allow the Massa- 
chusetts Division S, of V, Ladies’ Auxiliary use of Headquarters for one 
afternoon each week at $1.00 per meeting. 

We also voted to recommend to the Treasurer that he transfer $500 
from the general fund to the permanent fund, same to be deposited in the 
Charlestown Five-cent Savings Bank, of Charlestown, Mass., because 
they are paying a little larger rate of interest than the other banks in 
which the Division now has money deposited. 

We also voted that if in the opinion of our Division Commander it 
was deemed advisable to hold the Annual Military Ball that the Division 
Council would authorize same with the understanding that any deficit 
occurring should he paid out of the general funds of the Division. 

The Council also voted to authorize the purchase of a Silver Cross 
for the Retiring Commander, Also voted to hold the Thirty-fifth Annual 
Encampment in Boston, on April 10th and 11th, and authorized the 
Division Commander to make necessary arrangements for the same. 

Also voted to allow the Division Commander to have a banquet on 
the night of the first day’s session of the Encampment, if in his judgment 
same was advisable, and any deficit caused on account of such banquet 
should be paid out of the general funds of the Division. 
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During the year your Council have held seven meetings at which all 
members have been present except on one occasion, when Brother Butler 
was obliged to be absent on account of being commissioned to inspect. 
a Camp, which inspection came on the night of the Council meeting. As 
Brother Butler was in the service of the Division at that time his absence 
from said meeting was certainly excusable. 

Your Council have audited the books of the Division Secretary and 
the Division Treasurer for each quarter, the final audit being made as of 
April1st. In this connection we desire to call the Encampment’s attention 
to the fact that it is impossible for any Division Council to accurately 
audit the books of the Division officers from the fact that there is no 
way under our present: system by which the Division Council can tell 
whether the books of the Division Seerctary and Treasurer correspond 
with the books of the several Camps in the Division, In other words 
it is absolutely necessary if a correct auditing is to be had, for the Division 
Council to have in their possession a statement from each camp, showing 
how, according to their books, their camps stand in a financial way with 
Division Headquarters. Your Council feel, however, that the labor and 
expense necessary to have such a system put into effect, would not be 
warranted, because with our present efficient Secretary and Treasurer 
we do not believe that any large error is liable to occur, and we feel that 
the Brothers who now are filling the position of Secretary and Treasurer 
for our Division are absolutely reliable, honest and upright, therefore in 
our opinion the Division is not taking any great chance in allowing our 
present system of keeping our accounts between the Camps and the 
Division to remain in its present form. 

The Council desire to state that during their term of office the 
Division Secretary and Treasurer have always been willing to render them 
any assistance asked for and have always shown a willingness to abide by 
the decision of the Division Council on any matter that has been referred 
to them. 

Regarding the appropriations made by the Council, we desire to 
call your attention to the fact that undoubtedly your Council has made 
larger appropriations than have been made for some years. We feel, 
however, that all of the appropriations have been made with a view to 
improve our Division and to allow our Division officers an opportunity 
to expand their work. 

As to the amount expended from the different appropriations made 
we refer you to the report of your Division Treasurer believing that it is 
useless for your Council to go into details as to just how much has been 
expended from each appropriation made. We do, however, desire to call 
your attention to three appropriations which we have made the past year- 

The first is the one for the travelling expenses of Division officers. 
You will notice that your Division Commander has made many visits 
which have seemingly been quite expensive to our Order, but in our 
opinion our Division Commander has not expended for travelling expenses 
one-half the amount that we would willingly have appropriated had it 
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been possible for him to have given more of his time in visiting Camps. 
We consider the Division has been very fortunate in having as its Division 
Commander the past year one having such a fine personality and being 
such an enthusiastic Son of a Veteran that wherever he has been permitted 
to address a gathering in our interest he not only has convinced our own 
members of his sterling worth, but also has made a favorable impression 
upon all of his hearers. We therefore believe that for every dollar we 
have expended in paying his travelling expenses, we have been rewarded 
more than twofold. 

The second appropriation is the appropriation of $500 authorized for 
publicity work. It was the intention of your Division Officers to try and 
awaken among our membership an interest in our Order, and to so present 
our Order to eligibles that a large increase in membership would be secured. 
With that end in view this appropriation was made, and our Division 
Commander was authorized to appoint a committee to expend same. 
Only a very small portion has been expended because the campaign as 
originally outlined was not carried forward. We believe, however, that 
the time is now at hand when a systematic campaign of publicity work 
should be conducted, and recommend this idea to the incoming Division 
Officers for their careful consideration. 

The third appropriation is the appropriation of $100 for clerk hire 
for our Division Commander. Believing that he should be fortified with 
all of the ammunition at our command, we authorized this appropriation 
so that in case he so saw fit he might employ a stenographer at his home 
to assist him in answering his correspondence. Our Division Commander 
however, has felt that he could save this amount for the Division, and 
therefore has sacrificed his time, strength and energy in answering his 
correspondence personally hy hand,.rather than taking the advantage of 
employing assistance which the Division Council offered him, again 
demonstrating that he is not one of those who believes in getting all that 
he can out of the Division, but on the other hand, is one of those who 
believes that the more he can do personally for the Division, the nearer he 
is coming to fulfilling the obligation which he took when he assumed the 
duties of Division Commander. We wish to congratulate the Division 
upon having had as its leader the past year such a loyal, conscientious 
and devoted a Brother. 

On account of the National officers deciding to increase the cost of 
supplies on January Ist of this year, your Division Council, at the sug- 
gestion of your Division Secretary, authorized him to purchase an extra 
quantity of supplies, therefore saving us in our opinion quite a sum of 
money. You will therefore undoubtedly notice in the report of the 
Division Secretary that the quantity of the supplies on hand at the present 
time is much larger than usual. 

You will also notice that we have added many useful things to the 
office equipment believing that if we are to expect our officers properly to 


perform their work we should furnish them with all necessary equipment 
for their use. 
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We have three recommendations to present for your consideration, 
believing that they are serious matters and they should be given careful 
consideration by this Encampment. 

First, on account of the National Encampment of the Sons of Veterans 
being held in Boston, next August, it will necessarily mean that a greater 
amount of work must be done at Division Headquarters. With this end 
in view your Division Council recommend that the incoming Division 
Commander, by and with the consent of the Division Council, be author- 
ized to so arrange matters that the Division Headquarters shall be opened 
every day except Sunday, and that some suitable person shall be employed 
who can not only keep the books of the Division but also act as steno- 
grapher and typewriter. While this may mean a slight increase in the cost 
to the Division, we believe that the benefits to be derived therefrom will 
be many. In the first place, it would be possible for anyone to get into 
Headquarters any day in the week except Sunday, which is not possible 
under our present arrangements. It would also be possible for the Division 
Secretary to have his time to use in formulating plans for improving the 
conditions of our Camps, instead of being obliged to spend his time in 
detail work as he is now doing. We believe the above recommendation 
if adopted by this Encampment will be a step in advance and will prove 
to be a wise investment for our Division. 

Our second recommendation is that we require our delegates who are 
to serve us at the National Encampment to be held in Boston next August, 
to serve without pay, thereby enabling us to have this money to use in 
entertaining our visiting Brothers. 

The third recommendation is that we suggest that this Encampment 
by vote advise our incoming officers as to the amount of money which 
they feel should be expended out of the Division funds, for assisting in 
entertaining the delegates attending the next National Encampment. 
This is a matter that every member of this Encampment should be in- 
terested in and in our opinion the incoming officers will appreciate having 
this matter decided by this Encampment. 

During this year harmony has prevailed throughout the entire 
Division and especially among the members of the Council and the Divi- 

sion officers. We therefore feel that at the present time our Division is 
not only strong financially, but that we are ina position properly to carry 
on the work which we are expected to do and we trust the action of the 
members of the Division Council during the past year will meet with the 
approval of the entire membership. 


Yours in F., C. and L., 


GEORGE BE. HUNT, Chairman 
WILLIAM J. RICKER, Secretary 
FRED W. BUTLER 
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Report of Division Chaplain 
REV. ROBERT B. FISHER, CAMP 15, SPRINGFIELD 
Commander and Members of the Thirty-fifth Annual Encampment:— 


I submit to your consideration the following report: 

An examination of the reports on Memorial Day presents some inter- 
esting facts. There has been a very creditable increase in membership; 
an increase which is reflected in the large attendance upon the Memorial 
Day observances. Special commendation should be given to some Camps 
because of the participation of junior organizations. The good feeling 
between adjacent Camps is especially marked also, by the union of forces 
for proper observance of Memorial Day. It is greatly to be desired that 
such co-operation may be extended so that there may be no neglect if 
any cemetery in which repose the body of any who wore the ‘Union blue’. 

The large increase in official attendance upon and participation in 
the funeral services of members of the G. A. R. indicates the more vivid 
sense of our obligation to our fathers. These are occasions to show real 
loyalty to the Order from which we sprang; a loyal service keenly appre- 
ciated by those who yet survive. 

The reports indicate a slight increase in the number of Memorial Day 
addresses by members of our Order. Your Chaplain is strongly of the 
opinion that the reports are very incomplete upon this point. Here is a 
splendid opportunity to teach patriotism. The schools of our State 
eagerly welcome representatives of our Order to address them upon this 
subject. We should especially seize such an opportunity. 

It is doubtful if the fullest use of Union Defenders’ Day has been 
reached. Only about 50% of our Camps report observing the natal day 
of our great President. It would add greatly to the occasion in some 
sections of the State if adjacent Camps would unite in some form of cele- 
bration. 

Both of our outstanding days afford occasions on which to teach 
patriotism of the broadest, sanest type. Especially needful are these 
messages at this stage of our history, and in those localities where the 
“new Americans” abound. In some schools, children are taught to salute 
the Flag. Is any effort made to teach them a pledge of allegiance? The 
Superintendent of Schools of one of our largest cities tells me he knows of 
nothing of that character in the schools. Nor does he know of any law 
requiring, permitting or forbidding such a practice. Such abysmal 
ignorance needs no comment. I suggest that this is a proper subject for 
your consideration and appropriate action. 

The large number of Class Initiations in the Division through the 
year will no doubt prove beneficial to the handling of our ritual work. 
It would prove very helpful to many officers of Camps to attend an occa- 
sion when the “Degree Team” of the Division does the work, 
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I wish to express my appreciation of the fine spirit of co-operation 
on the part of Camp Chaplains. All have reported. Ninety per cent 
were prompt in time, exact and complete in preparing the required data. 
In the case of a few there is great need of a “School of Methods.” 


The following is a consolidated report of the work done: 


Number 6f Camps reporting : é 4 : : i 154 
Number of Camps not reporting e : ‘ é 2 0 
Percentage of Camps reporting i ° ; 3 3 100% 
Number belonging to Camps ? fs 3 3 . 7,376 
Number participating in Memorial Day observances é 5 4,805 
Number armed and in line . , : é 5 7 687 
Number uniformed and inline. 2 % 3 , = 3,646 
Number of Firing Squads furnished 6G E ‘5 8 : 36 
Number of addresses by members of the S. of V. ° . 145 
Number attending Memorial Sunday services 5 : : 3,162 
Number of Camps observing Union Defenders’ Day é 3 79 
Number of deaths in last 12 months. 3 : : E 64 
Number of funerals attended in a body { G. A. R. A Q 223 
S. of V. eye ii 42 

Number of burial services conducted by Camps [{[G.A.R. . 7 
S.of V. . 21 

Number of Camps using Memorial Service { A . g G ri 

B 3 5 : 


Yours in F., C. and L., 
ROBERT B. FISHER, ; 
Division Chaplain 


Report of Division Secretary 


HENRY F. WEILER, CAMP 79, MELROSE 


Commander and Members of the Thirly-fifth Annual Encampment:— 


In rendering a report of the activities of this department of the year's 
work, outside of statistics, not much can be reported that is independent 
of other departments, in fact it inter-locks closely with almost every 
division-wide activity. Much has been accomplished this year both 
inside and outside of the headquarters’ office. It would be hard to im- 
agine better “team-work” than has been evidenced under Commander 
Bronsdon with every one working consistently for the upbuilding and 
progress of the Order. 

The handling of the tremendous amount of detail work at head- 
quarters has proved very onerous at times and the demands of the member- 
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ship and of the officers and committees very trying, but the reward comes 
in knowing that one has tried to aid in every constructive movement and 
that no stone has been left unturned to handle the correspondence, reports, 
requisitions and other matter accurately and expeditiously. Mistakes 
have been made, oversights there have been, some have expected service 
that could not possibly be given, but with allowance for human failings 
nothing has been considered worth doing poorer than would be required 
by the best business standards. 

During the year the facilities of the headquarters’ office have been 
improved by the addition of 6 folding chairs, a frame for the pictures of 
the recent Past Division Commanders, an addressograph machine, with 
cabinet of drawers to hold 1,000 address plates, a new typewriter and a 
steel typewriter desk. These are all permanent improvements and will 
enable the headquarters’ officers to still further add to the quality of 
service rendered to the Division. Time has shown that the method of 
handling the business of the headquarters office has a very decided effect 
upon the whole Division organization. 

Our membership still continues its steady upward progress, as it 
should. The last 11 years have seen regular gains and no backward moye- 
ments in the membership. An 8,000 membership is near and at the 
present rate of progress 10,000 is a goal but a short way ahead. Not only 
has our membership shown a remarkable increase, but not a single Camp 
has been lost from the Division during the administration and at the 
present time only one is at all in arrears for reports or per capita tax. 
With seven new and promising Camps and none lost, we have filled up 
all of the unassigned numbers formerly held by Camps now disbanded 
and to-day stand witha complete numerical series of Camps from 1 to 160 
inclusive, I think this condition has not existed since the very early 
days of the Division. 

By vote of the National Encampment, the cost of all books, blanks 
and badges was substantially increased on January Ist, 1917, to the 
Division as well as to the Camps. Foresceing this condition, and with 
the consent of the Division Council, an extra supply was secured before 
the increase was put into effect and the sale of such supplies since the date 
of the raise has netted or will net the Division an extra profit. Many of 
the Camps were wise enough to act upon the suggestion made in the 
General and Division Orders and drew heavily upon our supply, thus 
making an investment that was worth while to them. 

For the first time, statistics relative to the Junior Order are published 
and these go to show that although only in its inception the movement 
is making progress and already, numbers of the Junior Order, upon reaching 
the age limit of 18 years, have passed to the Senior Camps. A number 
of Camps have indicated an interest in the movement and if the matter 
of organizing new Camps of the Junior Order was given a little publicity 
there can be no doubt but that the number of Junior Camps could be 
increased, and these will, in turn, furnish a supply of membership material 
for the Senior Camps. In my opinion, the Division Organizer should 
be given the additional duty of organizing Junior Camps. 
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An attempt has been made, with the assistance of Special Aide 
F. V. Bell, 158, to go a little more into detail in reporting the result of the 
Camp inspections. A study of the ratings and answers appearing on the 
blanks show conclusively why some Camps grow while others diminish 
in membership, interest and in the quality of personnel. A fact that 
stands out prominently is the remarkable lack of ability to perform the 
initiation ceremony in the small and inactive Camps. Inefficient officers 
are usually to blame for this condition and when a little initiative and 
vitality is displayed on their part, the Camp will soon be found to respond. 

A great amount of time has been put into the verifying and main- 
taining of the membership records of the Division. Great care is always 
taken in correcting any differences in membership between the head- 
quarters and the Camps and every effort is made to induce the Camp 
officers to report correctly and in full the data required for each new 
member. Some Camps, unfortunately, seem to feel that it isnot important 
to report the mailing addresses of members or to take pains to report 
correctly the war record of the veteran ancestor. In many cases we have 
been obliged to return report blanks for completion and shall continue 
to do so until the officers give them the proper attention. 


STATISTICS 
Consolidated Membership Report 
Members in good standing March 31, 1916 7,165 
GAINS 
Rein- 
Initia-  Trans- __ state- Total 
i tion fer ment 
June Quarter........... 338 18 8 364 
Sept. Quarter 123 11 134 
Dec. Quarter 245 7 252 
Mar. Quarter 333 9 342 1,092 
. \ res — 
8,257 
LOSSES 
Death Honor- Trans- Dropped Total 
able fer 
Discharge 
June Quarter... .. 19 20 19 66 124 
Sept. Quarter. .... 18 9 5 73 105 
Dec. Quarter...... 20 20 18 118 176 
Mar. Quarter. . 23 38 13 103 177 582 
Members in good standing March 31,1917..................-- 7,675 
19 


Camps Gained 

Lieut. Amos O. Kinney Camp 110,. Chicopee, organized May 8, 1916, 
with 20 Charter Members. 

Sergt. Wm. H. Carney Camp 156, Boston, organized June 30, 1916, 
with: 25 Charter ‘Members. 

Capt. Lyman Woodward Camp 157, Hubbardston, organized July 14, 
1916, with 23 Charter Members. 

Silas E. Stone Camp 158, Walpole, organized September 18, 1916, 
with 22 Charter Members. 

Sylvanus Cobb, Jr. Camp 58, Hyde Park, organized October 9, 1916, 
with 16 Charter Members. 

Anthony D. Bullock Camp 159, Williamstown, organized February 
12, 1917, with 18 Charter Members. 

Charles B. Holman Camp 160, Hopkinton, organized March 20, 1917, 
with 21 Charter Members. 


CONSOLIDATED CAMP REPORT 


Camps in good standing March 31, 1916 
Gained by organization 


(CEI IES ghasgautic on pases aan Ot ee Ee eee AG 
Camps in good BtandinggMarch S1SA917)..2.< cafes sa vm oa vuc eva eee 160 
COMPARATIVE TABLE OF MEMBERSHIP 

Average 
Year Commander Camps Members Gain Loss Members 

Per Camp 
1901 Warner 114 3257 aie 54 28.57 
1902 Lounsbury 111 3257 ait 29.43 
1903 Travis 110 3268 11 29.71 
1904 Stone 121 4264 996 22 35.24 
1905 Holbrook 120 4264 ‘she re 35.53 
1906 Lynds 120 4230 sa 34 35.25 
1907 Penney 128 4689 459 mc 36.63 
1908 Wentworth 132 5034 345 a 38.13 
1909 Cutler 133 5051 17 es 37.98 
1910 Warren 134 5156 105 BB 38.48 
1911 Tucker 133 5503 347 a 41.38 
1912 Wellington 136 5814 311 4 42.72 
1913 Kirchgassner 138 6103 289 44.50 
1914 Hale 147 6458 355 Go 43.93 
1915 Donahue 151 6829 371 of 45.22 
1916 Richardson 153 7165 336 a 46.82 
1917 Bronsdon 160 7675 510 “a 47.97 
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TABLE OF CAMP MEMBERSHIPS 


IgIo 
TEYMM 3.56 5:5.¢,0,052 44 
Worcester... .. 18 
Somerville... .. 72 
Plymouth. 58 
Hudson....... 62 
Beverly....... 86 
Swampscott 
East Boston. . . 5 
Boston........ 53 
Millers Fall 27 
Whitman...... 166 
Hingham...... 30 
Stoughton..... 32 
Cambridgeport | 15 
Springfield..... 80 
anton. 6. yes. oe 
Brockton. . 123 
Uxbridge. 19 
Clinton... 28 
Colrain. . 24 
Lawrence, . 24 
Middleboro 14 
Reading... 43 
Gloucester. 26 
Worcester. . 43 
Taunton. 50 
Kingston......  .. 
Vitchburg..... 58 
Watertown.... 24 
Dorchester.... 68 
Newtonville... 33 
So. Braintree.. 34 
Amésbury..... 33 
Wakefield... .. 26 
New Bedford.. 79 
E.Weymouth.. 35 
Gardner....... 82 
Georgetown... 19 
North Adams.. 66 
DKS ed Oe 72 
Waltham...... 30 
Foxboro... . 28 
Berlin. . .. 35 
Westfield... ... 26 


\ 


IQIL 


44 
22 
77 
66 
84 
86 


66 
28 
168 
33 
20 


IgI2 
55 
20 
72 
63 
88 
80 
42 


72 
27 
169 
39 
25 
22 
81 


I9QT3 
53 
28 
67 
64 

104 
62 
43 


1914 
49 
34 
66 
62 

114 


1915, 
51 
36 


I9I0 
Arlington...... 31 
Roxbury. ..... 46 
Norwood...... 35 
Northampton... 29 
Natick........ 46 
Rockland...... 52 
Roslindale..... 33 
Leominster.... 75 
Orange........ 14 
Medford. po ane 
Southbridge... 26 
Cambridge.... 41 
Easthampton.. 46 
Hyde Park...: .. 
Framingham.. 51 
Holyoke. 51 
Avon..... 34 
Everett... 60 
Holliston. 21 
Ashland 31 
Athol......... 44 
Woburn 42 
Abington...... 75 
Winchendon.., 34 
Pembroke..... 36 
Bourne... 2 

27 

34 

44 

52 
Needham. 24 
Lowell... 27 
Melrose. . 79 
Malden. 24 
Chelsea. . 48 
Townsend. . 39 
Plainville. 44 
Randolph . 44 
Webster. 58 
Barre... 22 
Peabody. . 20 
Scituate... 388 
Brighton . 38 
Fall River..... 43 


aS) 


pakphon 
TAWA OARS 


1914 
42 
117 
64 
39 


TOI5 
59 
128 
62 
33 
46 
50 
24 
67 
51 
40 
34 


1916 


62 
135 
48 
33, 
43 
48 
41 
66 
51 


46 


1917 
70 
140 
43 
37 
57 
49 
41 
76 
55 
45 
33 
59 
59 
18 
65 
68 
36 
48 
15 
59 
83 


91 
92 
93 
94 
95 
96 
97 
98 
99 

100 
101 
102 
103 
104 
105 
106 
107 
108 
109 
110 
ul 
112 
113 
14 
115 
116 
7 

1s 

119 
120 

121 

122 

123 

124 

125 

126 

127 

128 

129 

130 

131 

132 

133 

134 

135 

136 


1910 
Marblehead... 48 
E. Bridgewater 27 


Danvers... ... as 
Marlboro...... 98 


Quitieyy «siete 47 
Boston. . 15 
Adams........ 25 


South Boston.. 26 
Shelburne Falls 13 


Hanover...... 68 
Westminster... 54 
Sudbury. . = 12. 
Marshfield. .... 24 
Saugus........ 35 
Lexingto: aah te 
Charlestown... 26 
Merrimack.... 24 
Pittsfield...... 51 
Newburyport.. 30 
Chicopee. . oe 

Andover. . 2 

Oxford... 15 
Greenfield . ae 
Marion... 31 
Duxbury = 29) 
So. Hanson.... 34 
Beverly Farms. .. 
Eastondale.... 29 
Topsfield. ..... an 
Agawam...... 17 
Northfield. 28 
Holden.... 31 


East Douglas.. 24 
E, Templeton... 20 


Fiskdale. .. 26 
Ware. 

Westboro ae 
Ashburnham... . . 
Haverhill...... 31 
Lawrence......  .- 
Medfield . 22 
Carver. 43 
Sandwich. 26 
Monson 31 
Ashby. . Ran Ata 
Palmer........ 24 


IQIr 
64 
18 
99 
56 
15 
23 
21 


37 


38 


IgI2 
58 
24 
28 

100 
74 


1913 
51 
23 
29 

113 
85 
15 
26 
17 
14 
60 
62 
23 
16 
AT 
21 
25 
16 
42 
55 
27 
34 
47 
28 
52 
40 


* 137 


138 
139 
140 
141 
142 
143 
144 
145 
146 
147 
148 
149 
150 
“151 
152 
153 
154 
155 
156 
157 
158 
159 
160 


Somerset. 
Rockport...... 
Norwell....... at a : aa 30 40 


Brookfield... .. 
Shrewsbury 


Winchester. 
Methuen. . 


IQIO I9II 1012 1913 1914 1915 1916 


Gt. Barrington .. 5 dis si 45 45 
Turners Falls... St ae oe 28 41 
W. Medway... .. es ae oe 35 29 
Cohasset. ..... 42 31 35 32 26 26 

27 34 


21 23 22 21 21 18 


Bridgewater... 18 22 25 26 28 28 
Roxbury...... 27 23 26 27 23 23 
5 be td 30 

oa word nae Be os 27 66 

Milford. ...... 20 fe oid oe 15 24 
Manchester.... 72 67 74 69 66 72 
New Bedford... , fr! ae re irs 21 
Barnstable.... .. ws a6 oh wd 19 
IReVere ie. 6.) 21 
62 


Hubbardston .. 
Walpole....... 
Williamstown. . 
Hopkinton... . 


HONORABLE MENTION 


For a net gain of 10 or more members 


Ghee rier ey Mee i cen ies Praia ivan ae 52 members 


Athol... 


Hudson...... 
Millers Falls. . 17 
Pittsfield... . 17 


East Boston... . 


South Hanson, . . . 14 
New Bedford, . . 13 
Taunton......, 12 


Salem..... -u 
Lowell. - il 
Leominster... . . 10 
Framingham... .. 10 
Danvers 

Haverhill. 


Worcester 

Somerville 

Plymouth 
Beverly.... 
Swampscott 


Hingham. 
Stoughton. . 
Cambridgepor 
Springfield. . 
Canton. ... 
Brockton. . 
Uxbridge... 
Clinton... . 
Colrain... . 
Lawrence. 
Middleboro. 
Reading. 

Gloucester. 
Worcester . 
‘Taunton 
Kingston 
Fitchburg. ... 
Watertown... 
Dorchester. . .. 
Newtonville. . . 
South Braintree. 
Amesbury . 
Wakefield. . . 
New Bedford. . 


Gardner 
Georgetown. 


COMPARATIVE INSPECTION OF RATINGS 


t No Inspection 


vanes coeahent a Seateyatel cd 83 96 94 92 
82 95 88 77 
95 97 94 93 
99 98 99 97 
(PLU GBONY ah e cneacceme natty 90 99 98 100 
70 79 79 75 
79 80 66 66 
East Boston............. *. * * +f 
95 92 97 96 
95 91 91 92 
97 100 100 100 
94 94 100 91 
90 97 90 98 
89 85 97 98 
96 99 99 97 
i 90 90 95 
69 93 92 81 
40 36 88 78 
50 + t t 
55 72 58 87 
72 72 91 85 
92 92 98 94 
86 96 99 95 
64 79 77 80 
86 91 99 100 
91 91 100 98 
90 89 90 90 
86 94 93 85 
86 98 93 89 
96 82 98 96 
95 97 96 93 
93 85 89 85 
65 87 95 95 
90 95 98 96 
92 92 89 91 
East Weymouth... . . 96 98 100 99 
99 99 100 100 
i syolontiet AZ) 53 64 55 
North Adams............ 90 97 95 95 
Lae ae se ee tae ee 90 92 96 79 
25 


1913 
, % 

Waltham Ais j-)-/srt vest 88 
Foxboro 66 
WB erlintyeeicge vekets stile rai. 76 
Wiestheldicrr.rva(.!.0 ches. y. 93 
Arlington. 93 
DROXDUTYE ats ecieetoeen 95 
Norwood... 90 
Northampton. 77 
Natick..... 66 
Rockland... 91 
Jamaica Plain 79 
Leominster . 69 
Orange. 75 
Medford. 70 
Southbridge. . . 84 
Cambridge... . 93 
Easthampton. . 98 

Hyde Park. ... * 
South Framingham. 100 
Holyoke 90. 
Avon... 88 
Everett. 89 
Holliston. yp 
94 
100 
63 
87 

75 
100 

* 
82 

ezon 81 
North Brookfield. . . 90 
Milton 94 
Byfield 75 
Amherst 84 
Needham. . 68 
WeKiallle do Aueaab edocs 96 
IicItOse ry ay et ee 96 
Malden. .. 88 
Chelsea . 82 
Townsend. . 63 
Plainville... . 97 
Rando] phe, See 66 


26 
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85 
86 
87 
88 
89 
90 
91 
92 
93 
94 
95 
96 
97 
98 
99 
100 
101 
102 
103 
104 
105 
106 
107 
108 
109 
110 
111 
112 
113 
114 
115 
116 
117 
118 
119 
120 
121 
122 
123 
124 
125 
126 
127 
128 


Webster. . 
Barre. . : 
Peabody. si. 02s sasiejaine 
Scituate .... 424% scluseettiee 
Brighton. 
Fall Rivers. scar sciendeee 


East Bridgewater 
Danvers’. «(ths as. jhe 
Marlboro... oi 0sis.01fier 
Quincey . 
Boston. ¢..:...ca¥orssiew ater 
JAG DV Bee tee Wa wpae 
South Boston. 5 
Shelburne Falls.......... 
Hanover. 
Westminster 
Sudbury. . 
Marshfield 
Saugus... 
Lexington 
Charlestown 
Merrimack . 
Pittsfield... 
Newburyport. 
Chicopee... 
Andover 


Marion.... 
Duxbury... 
South Hanson. 
Beverly Farms 
Eastondale. 
Topsfield... 
Agawam. . 
Northfield. 


East Templeton. 
Fiskdale 
Ware... 
Westboro. . 
Ashburnham. . 


1913, 1014 IQI5 1916 1916 
% % % % % 
129 Haverhill................ 91 92 87 95 97 
130 Lawrence. = 86 75 80 yak 
131 Medfield. . 88 95 74 69 83 
132 Carver... 78 84 73 95 94 
133 Sandwich 59 54 63 t 7 
134 100. 94 95 95 100 
135 * 78 89 92 f 
136 84 90 96 94 80 
137 Great Barrington. i# 90 85 96 97 
38 Turners Falls... . - * 95 94 98 
139 West Medway yeas 95 90 94 100 
140 Cohasset....... -. 83 77 43 53 56 
141 Somerset. . % ES 70 86 83 
142 Rockport 62 64 80 68 85 
143 Norwe)l........ * * 99 92 98 
144 Bridgewater. ... 95 82 69 99 98 
145 Roxbury... 56 49 48 76 66 
146 Brookfield............... ty ie 95 69 86 
147 Shrewsbury. * om 86 100 92 
148 Milford... % s 65 71 76 
149 Manchester. 96 99 96 99 98 
150 New Bedford. 3 © 83 92 100 
151 West Barnstable * be 60 81 76 
152 Revere... * * 71 83 87 
153 Winchester. * * * 84 85 
154 Methuen... i) * 99 99 100 
155 Lynnfield. * * * * 91 
156 * * * * 97 
157 * * * * 60 
158 * * * * 97 
INSPECTIONS 
Summary of 154 Camps Reported 

Officers ; Excellent Fair Poor Not Done 
Commander... 85 38 11 20 
S. V. Commander. . ae) PSO 40 10 24 
J. V. Commander................ 79 33 18 24 
Patriotic Instructor. 75 37 14 28 
Chaplain....... 81 40 9 24 
Gide ener: dee 95 31 5 23 
Deportment of members. . . 127 7 
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Under $5.00.......... 
$5 to $25.... ais 
$26 to $50............ 
$51 to $100........... 
$101 to $150. wis 
$151 to $200.......... 
$201 to $300.......... 
$301 to $400.. we 
$401 to $500.......... 
$501 and over......... 


Assets: 
General Fund..........- 
Permanent Fund. 
G. A. R. Fund... 
Dormitory Fund. F 
Division Property....... 


Camp and Division Supplies. . 


Dues and Initiation Fees 
Dues 


0 Camps 


“ 


a te 

sl 

29 
i ate 
2 « 


Camp Property 


Initiation Fees 


1 Camps 
2 « 


Equipment General Fund Special Fund 
20 Camps 98 Camps 
63 g 15 a 
23 ce 9 Fi 
24 10 i 
12 a 10 cS 6 . 
230~«C oun 4 « 
24 Re Bat 
16 OC Bi ie yee 
LOWES Dele ti iy 
2 “ 4 “ 5 « 
STATEMENT OF ASSETS 
ieee $2,183.03 
2,978.27 
2,134.79 
74.88 
735.00 
579.17 
116.80 


Stamps, Stationery, Printed Matter, ete. 


Balance due on March tax.................. 


Liabilities: 
March quarterly tax..... 


90.70 $8,892.64 


$513.32 $513.32 


$8,379.32 


DIVISION PROPERTY 


OBROLSCODSAGEKS Ms cvaicie ays a /peransvel 26 388 2s sua $75.00 
1 Typewriter desk. . 13.50 
1 Steel typewriter desk..............0000.. 23.00 
1 No. 10 Smith-Premier typewriter. . --. 50.00 
1 No. 2 Monarch typewriter............... 50.00 
1 No. 2 Smith-Premier typewriter (old). .... 25.00 
1 Addressograph 37.50 
1 Underwood duplicator 31.50 
1 Record filing case. 25.00 
12 Sections of filing cabinets. --. 145.00 
AStorage.cabinet. <2... 2... ct essences ves 10.00 
11.50 

25.00 

3.00 

10.00 

2 Parade flags. . 150.00 


2 Flag stands 
1 Division seal... . 

1 Numbering machine 
1 Costumer.. 


a 


HwoRWwwoNnw 
on 
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1 Bible, 2 swords and altar flag 
Mirror and towels 
1 Letter scale 


a 


-00 
50 


$735.00 


Also bound volumes of War Records, Encampment Reports, pictures, 
Charter, etc., ete. 


SUPPLY ACCOUNT 
Supplies on hand, M 


lies on hand, March 31, 1917............... $ 579.17 
Received for supplie: +2. 1,348.46 
Camp packets furnished........................ 77.29 $2,004.92 
Supplies purchased................,........... $1,396.25 


pouweeaens Les 200.49 1,596.74 


Profit on supplies for the Year aad ee ahd $408.18 


CONDITION OF THE JUNIOR ORDER 
Membership 
Camps Members 
In good standing January 1,1916 .............. 3 83 


Gained from all sources. . . . a 28 

4 111 
ILOstrromyalli causes averse. 2 se essere ts cis 2 
In good standing December 31, 1916............. 4 109 
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Finances 
Balance in hand January 1, 1916................ $13.90 
Received from all sources... ......... 000000000: 69.59 
$83.49 
Expended for all purposes. ..............0..0005 36.61 
Balance on hand December 31, 1916............. 46.88 


Considerable satisfaction can be taken in being able to report so 
pleasant and successful a year. Harmony and co-operation seem to be 
everywhere evident. Every Division Officer and Aide has seemed to be 
glad to lend a hand and particularly has it been a great privilege to be 
associated with Commander Bronsdon. Words of appreciation fail and 
in works alone can we express our devotion to him and to the Order. 

Respectfully submitted, 
HENRY F. WEILER, 


Division Secretary 


Report of Division Treasurer 


EDWIN A. HOLMES, CAMP 46, ROXBURY, MASS. 
Commander and Members of the Thirty-fifth Annual Encampment 


I have the honor to submit herewith a report of the financial trans- 
actions of the Division. 


CONDITION OF GENERAL FUND 
Receipts 
Balance received from previous 


administration. . a $1,283.40 
Per Capita Tax... * $6,852.00 
Supplies é 1,344.46 
Military Ball. . 213.88 
Charter Fees. . . 175.00 
W. R. C. Donation. . 112.00 
Camp Officers’ Bonds.......... 73.75 
Auxiliary; renter syste eee iis 50.00 
Bank Interest. 25.81 
Junior Order... 22.10 
Preparedness Day, Sale of Flags 13.92 

Encampment Proceedings. ..... 12.50 $8,895.42 8,895 .42 

$10,178.82 
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EXPENDITURES 
4 General Expenses 
Per Capita Tax............... $1,920.38 
Supplies 1,406.60 
Traveling (Division Com.) ..... 401.45 
Traveling (Other Officers) 103.90 
Encampment Proceedings...... 242.00 
Camp Officers’ Bonds. . 73.75 
Organizing 73.98 
Rosters 67.75 
Junior Order.......... 23.15 
Charter Fees. . 4 17.50 
Division Officers’ Bonds........ 13.75 
Previous Encampment......... 11.90 
Press Correspondent. é 10.50 
Insurances. ses a aK: 6.17 $4,372.78 


Office Expenses 


Becretaryarinistiyestasceees cic cs $500.00 
Treasurer . 300.00 
Ren vate 2 400.08 
Printing and Stationery 313.54 
Postage........:... 304.02 
Furniture and Equipment. 142.00 
Telephone............ 75.384 
Office incidental AGS 23.23 
LETS (1) ages Geb ete ee 20.00 $2,078.21 


National Encampment 
Delegates’ Expense..........., $180.00 


crams oy 108.71 $288.71 


Donations and Appropriations 
Permanent Fund. . 


. $500.00 
G. A. R. Trust Fund. . one 279.32 
Soldiers’ Home Dormitory Com- 
mission 160. 
Soldiers’ Home Memorial Service 35 
Faneuil Hall Class Initiation... . 109. 
Preparedness Day............. 41. 
Staff meeting. 39 


Publicity 
Springfield Class Initiation... .. 20.¢ 
Framingham Class Initiation... alee; 
DOW OFS pie iste caesar sue ase = 10. 
Auxiliary Conference Committee 6.18 $1,256.11 $7,995.81 
Balance on hand April 11, 1917 $2,183.03 
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CONDITION OF PERMANENT FUND 
March 31, 1916 


Deposited in Charlestown Five Cents Savings 


Bank; Book 94/964. «:. scawui ossinseetaneeniee $500.00 
Interest to October 18, 1916..................55 11.25 
Deposited January 10, 1917...................8 500.00 $1,011.25 
January 1, 1916 
On deposit Melrose Savings Bank, Book 23,351.... $740.24 


Interest to January 1, 1917.............0..5..06 29.90 770.14 


November 1, 1915 
On deposit Boston Penny Savings Bank, Book 


LOU TOS. cacsaine oa ccnniecls tpt ae eee ee ee $730.88 
Interest: to October 10, 1916.................... 26.44 757.32 
January 19, 1916 
On deposit Hudson Savings Bank, Book 19,897... . 422.52 
Interest to January 17,1917 ................... 17.04 439.56 
$2.978.27 


In conclusion, I desire to thank Division Commander Bronsdon 
for the appointment as Treasurer of this Division. 


Respectfully submitted, 


EDWIN A. HOLMES, 


Division Treasurer 


Report of Division Counselor 


CAPT. JAMES TRACY POTTER, CAMP 39, NORTH ADAMS 


Commander and Members of the Thirty-fifth Annual Encampment:— 


The work of the Division Counselor has consisted of the examination 
and approval of proposed new by-laws of anumber of Camps, Beyond 
this nothing needed particular attention. It was well that there was 
nothing more as I was busy all summer on the Mexican Border. At this 
time I desire to express to you my deep appreciation for your consideration 
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during the past year and my pleasure in being a member not only of your 
official family, but of the official family of a Division Commander who has 
had such a successful year and who leaves behind him a Division in such 
excellent condition. 
Respectfully submitted, 
JAMES TRACY POTTER, 
Division Counselor 


Report of Division Patriotic Instructor 


JOE MITCHELL CHAPPLE, CAMP 46, ROXBURY 
Commander and Members of the Thirly-fifth Annual Encampment:— 


Gratifying indeed it was to tabulate the reports of the Patriotic 
Instructors of the various camps of the Division of Massachusetts. The 
very fact that the Division of Massachusetts has made most splendid 
progress along other lines, has made this phase of the work most interesting, 

It is found that the public schools were, without exception, supplied 
with flags, and that in this work various Camps have been unusually 
active. It was also found that in every city where a Camp is located, a 
salute was given to the flag in the schools. ‘This was especially gratifying 
at this time, but it is felt that the salute ought to be given daily instead of 
occasionally. Observance of all the patriotic days, such as Washington’s 
Birthday, Lincoln’s Birthday, Memorial Sunday, Memorial Day, Flag 
Day and the Fourth of July, was increasing in interes 

It would seem as if Camps ought to do more work in donating flags 
to schools, and that more prizes ought to be offered by individuals or 
Camps, in stimulating patriotic essays. During the past year, a number 
of Lincoln’s Gettysburg Address tablets have been placed in the: public 
schools, but would it not be well to have this more generally observed? 
On national holidays, the Sunday schools and churches generally, have 
services preceding Memorial Day, and in nearly all instances, the public 
schools were invited to take part in the exercises. Almost as universal 
as the celebration of Thanksgiving Day, is the observance of Memorial 
Sunday. The fact that school histories and text books are free from all 
taint or objectionable matter, is a splendid comment on the school author- 
ities of Massachusetts, and the vigilance of patriotic societies. 

All the Camps not only offer, but give their services to the G. A. R. 
for Memorial Day and other occasions. As the years pass, the work of 
the Sons of Veterans is more in demand, and in many instances, the Camp 
has assumed charge of Memorial Day for the Grand Army Post. Most 
of the patriotic occasions utilized for stimulating patriotism have been in 
public installations and open meetings. It has impressed me in visiting 
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4 number of Camps, that more general open meetings would be advan- 
tageous. I spoke at several Camps where Boy Scouts in large numbers, 
joined in the open meeting, and these Boy Scouts even gave the Camp 
itself an impetus to more activity in patriotic matters. As the years go 
ly, the breadth and scope of the work of the Sons of Veterans is increasing, 
and with the Stars and Stripes floating over every home and business 
house of the State at a time when war is threatening, has evidenced the all 
importance of continuing without cessation the dominant functions of the 
Sons of Veterans in incessantly cultivating those habits and thoughts 
among the people, that are the fundamental and most essential elements 
of preparedness. 

For, if the people are not moved by the spirit and the emotions of 
genuine patriotism, little will result in the way of preparing for a defense 
of flag and country. If the everlasting lights of Liberty are kept burning 
within the Camps of the Sons of Veterans, as the sons and sons of sons 
come and go, there is nought to fear for the future of the country in pre- 
serving the rare heritage handed down to us by our fathers in the glory 
of Old Glory. 


STATISTICS 


1—AlIl public schools reported as supplied with flags. 
2—Flag salute is given in all schools. Some daily and some occasionally. 


8—Observance is made of Washington, Lincoln and McKinley’s birthdays, 
Memorial Sunday, Memorial Day and Flag Day. 


4—Teachers show an interest in patriotic observance. 
5—Number of flags donated to schools—415. 


6—Prizes are offered to public school pupils for patriotic essays, by some 
Camps and individuals. 


7—Lincoln’s Gettysburg address tablet has been placed in some of the 
public schools. 


8—Sunday Schools were invited to have special services on Memorial 
Sunday and patriotic days, in the majority of cases. 


9—Public school pupils were generally invited to take part on Memorial 
Day and other patriotic days. 


10—Memorial Sunday was generally observed by the churches with 
patriotic services. 


11—No objectionable histories are reported in the schools. 
12—$398.54 reported spent in patriotic instruction during the year. 


13—All Camps offer their services to the G. A. R. for Memorial Day and 
other occasions. 
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14—As a rule, Camps assist in the exercises of Memorial Day. 


15—Patriotic services held in a number of Camps. They reported a 
quickened interest resulting. 
All Camps reporting except 9-19-38-63-76-77-87-113-131-132-133-152, 


Respectfully submitted, 


JOE MITCHELL CHAPPLE, 
Division Patriotic Instructor 


Report of Division Organizer 
DR. ERNEST W. HOMAN, CAMP 34, WAKEFIELD 
Commander and Members of the Thirly-fifth Annual Encampment:— 


It was with some misgivings that I accepted the office of Organizer 
for a second year, but those misgivings have given way to feelings of 
gratitude dnd pleasure at the results of the year’s work in this department— 
pleasure at the privilege of serving on the Staff of such a splendid Com- 
mander, and gratitude to all those who have aided in the work of the year. 

Seven Camps have been organized as follows:— 

Camp 110, Chicopee, Lieut. Amos Kinney, organized May 8, 1916, 
by Organizer Homan, 20°charter members. ‘ 

Camp 156, Boston, Sergt. Wm. H. Carney, organized June 30, 1916, 
by Organizer Homan, 25 charter members. ; 

Camp 157, Hubbardston, Capt. Lyman Woodward, July 14, 1916, 
by Organizer Homan, 23 charter members. 

Camp 158, Walpole, Silas E. Stone, Sept. 18, 1916, by Organizer 
Homan, 22 charter members. a 

Camp 58, Hyde Park, Sylvanus Cobb, Jr., Oct. 9, 1916, by Organizer 
Homan, 16 charter members. 

Camp 159, Williamstown, Anthony D. Bullock, Feb. 12, 1917, by 
Organizer Homan, 16 charter members. 

Camp 160, Hopkinton, Chas. B. Holman, March 20, 1917, by Organ- 
izer Homan, 21 charter members. 

Weare indebted to committees from Grand Army Posts and to District 
Aides for several of these Camps. In order to start a Camp it is necessary 
to have a good live man right on the job, as it is personal work that counts. 

The year was started as before by sending a letter to each Post not 
having a Camp of Sons of Veterans, and by a series of follow-up letters. 
Several Posts were led to appoint committees to act and two Camps at 
least have resulted. 

I have always contended and still maintain that a good District Aide 
is of vital importance to this department. This is proven by the fact 


36 


| 


that several of this year’s Camps are directly traceable to work of the 
District Aides. 

A glance at the dates show that around Memorial time and in the 
Fall are the best times for organization work. 

This year has been most pleasant to me and the friendship formed 
with the Division Commander and Staff are of the lasting kind. The 
Commander’s attitude has always been that of kindness and helpfulness, 
and I am deeply grateful to him. I am also indebted to Comrades of 
G. A. R., District Aides, and Brothers Holmes and Weiler for their ever 
ready helpfulness. Much of the success of the year is due to the suggestion 
and intimate knowledge of the Division of Secretary Weiler. 

Some of the seed sown this year will spring up and bear fruit this next 
year. 

Fraternally submitted, 
DR. E. W. HOMAN, 
Division Organizer 


Report of Division Press Correspondent 
ORLANDO J. SEBOLT, CAMP 45, ARLINGTON 
Commander and Members of the Thirty-fifth Annual Encampment:— 


Yor the fifth consecutive time it becomes my duty and pleasure to 
submit 2 report of the Publicity Work of the Division, which grows more 
and more important as the years go by, and is destined to be one of the 
most active forces for the upbuilding of our Order in the future. 

As in the past years emphasis has been placed upon the local work, 
and reports in the local papers, with an increasing amount of items now 
appearing in the various papers of the state. The Sunday papers—espe- 
cially the Boston Globe—have given generous space to matter handled by 
the Headquarters’ office. For the “Banner”? much news has been taken 
from the Headquarters’ correspondence. The balance has come from. 
live Camp correspondents, District Aides, and Division officers, to all 
of whom I extend sincere thanks for their aid and interest. Iam especially 
indebted to Division Secretary Weiler for invaluable assistance. 

Early in the year a circular of “Press Pointers” was sent out together 
with printed return postal cards. These latter have been used consider- 
ably, but not as freely as was hoped for. 

One very important result of persistent Publicity Work was the 
successful outcome of the Faneuil Hall Class Initiation in October. The 
efficient committee which came under my charge performed their duties 
well and there was no question but the whole Division was fully alive to 
the fact that there was to be a big event in Boston at that time. The 
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largest class ever initiated and the large attendance proved the wisdom 
and worth of continuous work along certain lines. 

The conclusion has been forced upon me very vividly that the Division 
must take no backward step in the Publicity Work and I believe the day 
is not far distant when the title, ‘“Press Correspondent” should be changed 
to “Publicity Secretary” and the office take its place as one of the regular 
staff appointments. Money wisely spent to increase the work will result 
in much good to the Order. 

My grateful thanks are éxtended to Division Commander Bronsdon 
for the privilege of serving him and for the help and encouragement he has 
given, and to the Division officers for timely assistance. Also to Brothers 
Dustin and Holbrook of the ‘‘Banner” for their kindly courtesy to me and 
for the generous space given the Division news. 

Trusting the many pleasant friendships formed may continue and 
that our Division will grow to its just proportions. 

Fraternally yours, 
ORLANDO J.SEBOLT, 


Division Press Correspondent 


Report of Dormitory Commission 


Commander and Members of the Thirty-fifth Annual Encampment 

The Commission in charge of the Sons of Veterans’ Dormitory at 
the Soldiers’ Home, Chelsea, submit the following report: 

The Commission has held three meetings during the year, two at the 
Soldiers’ Home, and one at Division Headquarters. 


r On November 23rd, 1916, Brother E. A. Holmes furnished an enter- 
tainment at the Home at no expense to the Commission. 


FINANCIAL STATEMENT 

$36.32 
+72 

100.00 
14 


F. J. DONAHUE 
E. E. FISH 
A. HOLMES 
G.M. TUCKER 
E. WARNER 


Report of the G.A.R. Fund Commission 


Commander and Members of the Thirty-fifth Annual Encampment:— 
The report of the Treasurer of the G. A. R. Trust Fund Commission 
is submitted herewith: 


Boston, Mass., March 16, 1917 
To the Chairman of theG. A. R. Trust Fund Commission: 
Dear Sir and Brother: 


I have the honor to submit the following report as treasurer of the 
above named Commission: 
SUMMARY OF ACCOUNT 
Amount on hand last report............... .. $1,561.75 


Received from Division Treasurer. . 500.00 
Interest 73.04 
Total). 2... 28 20s ee $2,134.79 
ACCOUNT IN DETAIL 
1916 
Jan 19 Amount on deposit in East 
Boston Savings Bank, Book 
No. 70856 $513.90 
May 5 Deposited.......... dines 220.00 
Interest to Jan. 17,1917. ..... 25.14 $759.04 
1916 
Jan. 1 Amount on deposit in Wor- 
cester North Savings Insti- 
tution, Fitchburg, Mass., 
Book No. 54498.......... 518.62 
May 5 Deposited 167.32 
Interest to Jan. 1, 1917. . 24.28 
—— 710.22 
1916 
Jan. 1 Amount on deposit in Fitch- 
burg Savings Bank, Book 
No. 56919... 529.23 
May 5 Deposited... 112.00 
8 Deposited... -68 
Interest. to Jan. 1, 23.62 
$665.53 
PTotela/2:.)3 bot... Jee eee $2,134.79 


There have been no disbursements. 
Respectfully submitted, 
CHARLES kK, DARLING, 


Treasurer 
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In view of the general statement and comments made in the report 
that was presented last year, there is very little that need be added, save 
to say, that the condition of the Fund is satisfactory. 

It is recommended, as adopted last year, that the Encampment 
authorize the appropriation of a sufficient sum to be added to the amount 
accruing from the Annual Military Ball and other sources to make a total 
of $500 to be placed in the G. A. R. Trust Fund. 

It should be the policy of the Division to see that at least $500 be 
added to the Fund each year until such time as a maximum has been 
reached, such maximum to be determined when the Fund has grown 
somewhere near the proportion heretofore suggested. 


Fraternally submitted, 
JOSEPH B. MACCABRE 
CHARLES K. DARLING 
FRED E. BOLTON 


Commission 


Report of G.A. R. Conference 
Committee 


Commander and Members of the Thirty-fifth Annual Encampment:— 


Early in the year the Chairman called at the Headquarters of the 
Department and offered the services of the Committee to the Grand Army 
of the Republic, for which warm thanks and words of high commendation 
of the work of the Sons of Veterans were received from Assistant Adjutant 
General Nordell. While no distinct call was received during the year for 
the Committee, the most cordial relations have existed between the Sons 
and the Comrades. Department Commander Mole and Senior Vice 
Commander Denny especially, have generously given of their time and 
talent in speaking at many rallies in various parts of the Division, thus 
winning our gratitude for t epeated assurances of the great interest 
in our Order that is ever increasing on the part of the Comrades. 

A special mark of confidence in the Sons was indicated by the naming 
of eight Brothers to serve on the Committee of twenty-seven for the pro- 
posed Grand Army Memorial Building. These Sons with others, attended 
and took part in several legislative hearings on the subject, and are u ing 
their influence and that of the Division to assist the Grand Army Memorial 
Building Association in realizing the laudable desire for such a structure. 

In connection with the coming National Encampment in Boston, the 
chairmen of the various committees of arrangements of the G. A. R. have 
not hesitated to call upon Sons of Veterans to join them, and this eo-opera- 
tion has been given most cheerfully. No words need be added to attest 
the growing appreciation of Department and Division, the closer associa- 
tion of Post and Camp, or (if possible) the greater affection of Comrade 
and Son. 


GUY RICHARDSON, Chairman 
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Report of W. R. C. Conference 
Committee 


Commander and Members of the Thirty-fifth Annual Encampment:— 

The Brothers appointed by you to serve as a Conference Committee 
with a like committee to be appointed by the Department President of 
the Woman's Relief Corps, to advance the interests of each; and when 
the occasion offered, to aid each other in social and financial work, have 
attended to that duty and respectfully report as follows: 

As soon as appointed we tendered our services to Mrs. Annie Poole 
Atwood, Department President of the Woman’s Relief Corps, assuring 
her of our willingness to co-operate with a similar committee, or with her 
in any way she desired. 

The only special work the Committee performed was that of conduct- 
ing a table at the Woman's Relief Corps Fair held in Lorimer Hall last 
Fall, which helped to add a considerable sum to the proceeds of that 
successful event. 

The Committee wish to thank at this time the Brothers who so kindly 
assisted them on that occasion. 


Respectfully sumbitted, 
WM. T. TISDALE, 
Chairman 


Report of S. of V. Auxiliary 
Conference Committee 


Commander and Members of the Thirty-fifth Annual Encampment:— 


I have the honor of submitting the following report for the Sons of 
Veterans’ Auxiliary Conference Committee, 

The committee has been meeting monthly at Division Headquarters 
for the purpose of discussing practical and feasible plans of organization 
work. A record book was kept, the same to be forwarded to our successors 
for their reference. ‘ 

A circular letter was sent to all Camps not haying Auxiliaries, givng 
instructions for the organizing of the same, and offering assistance. 

Much good was accomplished by this letter, the result being that 
several Auxi were formed, and many Camps have appointed com- 
mittees to consider the matter. ads 

A request was made to the President of the Auxiliary and the Division 
Commander, to increase their respective committees to ten members, 
in order to have a larger working committee. This request was granted. 


41 


A Whist Party and Dance was held by the Joint Committee in 
Newcomb Hall, Somerville. The following is a report of the same: 
Receipts from sale of tickets $49,25 

& « «“ yefreshments. 6.60 $55.85 


$14.00 


8.00 
Refreshments 4.05 
2 Postage and Printing 10.04 


License and Policeman. . 


a 3.00 $39.09 


Profit... 
Amount due each organization. $8.38 

The balance will be forwarded to the next committee appointed, for 
organization work. 

Bills for postage, printing and traveling for organization were as 
follows :— 


$16.76 


Traveling bits Le 
Circular letters... Bree 3.50 
Record-book and postage . . 1.56 $6.18 


The committee is glad to report the best of harmony between both 
organizations. A vote of thanks is hereby extended to the Division 
President and the Division Commander for our appointment todo this 
noble work, and we trust that our efforts will help to produce results for 
our successors. 

Respectfully submitted, 


WILLIAM L. ANDERSON, 


Chairman 


Report of D. of V. Conference 
Committee 


Commander and Members of the Thirty-fifth Annual Encampment:— 


As Chairman of the Daughters of Veterans’ Conference Committee, 
I submit the following report. 

The Committee held several meetings, at which plans were discussed 
for the raising of funds for a needy ward at the Soldiers’ Home. 

It was decided to have a dancing party at Bloomfield Hall, Dorchester. 

The affair proved a splendid success socially and financially. 

Voluntary contributions were made by members of the Committee 
to send a donation to the John A. Andrew Home, and the balance left on 
hand was turned over to the G, A. R. Trust Fund. 


42 


j 


The able assistance rendered by Mrs. Margaret A. Smith, Chairman 
of the Committee from the Daughters of Veterans, and the willing co- 
operation of the remaining members of the Committee made the work 
one of pleasure. 


RECEIPTS 
Proceeds from Dancing Party................... $36.12 
Contributions from members of the Committee... . 20.25 
Conference Committee of previous YOaDnon seer 4.15 $60.52 
EXPENDITURES 
To Soldiers’ Home.......... $25.00 
To John A. Andrew Home. . 20.00 


To G. A. R. Trust Fund 15.52 $60.52 


Respectfully submitted, ‘ 
EDWARD J. GOODMAN, 


Chairman 
—_——___ 


Committee on Junior Order 


Commander and Members of the Thirty-fifth Annual Encampment:— 


The Committee on Junior Order, Sons of Veterans, submits the 
following report: 

The work of your committee has been mostly along the lines of in- 
creasing the interest and growth of the Junjor Camps already organized, 
and the words of praise and commendation received from the comrades of 
the G. A. R. prove that the Junior Camps will soon be brought to the 
front to help build up the membership of the Senior Camps. 

We find much opposition in many of the Senior Camps and feel that 
there are many changes to be brought about before the Junior Camp can 
be made a success. 

Our experience shows us that the ritual now in use is too old for boys 
of the age of Junior Camps to understand and grasp the meaning of the 
lessons, consequently they do not have the interest in the work that they 
would if they had something that was adapted to their age. 

One important part is that there is no pledge of allegiance in the 
ritual for opening exercises. 

In mustering recruits, after each station charge, the first three words 
(Sergeant of the Guard) should be corrected to the title of the officer whose 
station the recruit is leaving. 

We would recommend that the election of officers be held annually 
instead of semi-annually and also an inspection of Camps, as it will tend 
to make the boys do better work. 
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A very important fact is that we wish to build up the Senior Camps 
with these grandsons and there is a period between the age of sixteen and 
eighteen years of age, when most boys feel too old to mix with the smaller 
ones, thus we lose the hold on them at that time, in view of this fact, we 
recommend that Senior Camps having Junior Camps connected with them 
be allowed to graduate members from one to the other at the age of six 
years, thus keeping them interested in the work. 
Senior Camps having Junior Camps under them. 

We would suggest uniform for Junior Camp as follows:— 

Blue flannel blouse, white duck trousers, cadet cap, white tie, and 
white gloves. 

We are in favor of a badge being given to recruits and that a cheaper 
button be made to be worn at all times. 

We believe that some appropriation of money should be made by the 
Division to enable the organization of Junior Camps more easily accom- 
plished and greater results obtained as we feel that in no other way can 
the Senior Camp be built up more readily and with better material than 
those coming along after_us. 

Our associations in the work in which we have been engaged have 
been very pleasant and we wish to than} all who have in any way con- 
tributed to aid us and we feel that the coming years will see the Junior 
Order in a flourishing condition. 
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This applies only to 


Respectfully submitted in F. C. and L., 


CHARLES P. LeBARON (59) 
CHARLES W. MacNEAR (64) 
HORACE W. LANGLEY (49) 


COMMUNICATIONS AND RESOLUTIONS READ 


A number of Resolutions and Communications were read at this 
time and referred to the proper committees without debate. These 
appear in full later in the proceedings, together with the report of the 
Committee and the action upon each, 


WRITTEN NOMINATIONS 


Del. P. D. Brown (150) moved that nominations for Delegates 
be made in writing, with the names of the mover and seconder attached. 
This motion was adopted in conformity to custom. 


On the Death of Major Gleason 


P. D.C. Jas. H. Wentworth called attention to the very recent death 
of Past Department Commander D. H. L. Gleason, of the G. A. R. and 
asked that the sympathy of the Encampment be extended to his widow. 
A motion to this effect was adopted and the Secretary instructed to send 
such a letter. 
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DIVISION COMMANDER HOWES, OF MAINE 


During a pause in the proceedings, Division Commander John C, 
Howes, of the Maine Division was introduced and spoke briefly to the 
Encampment. He extended the greetings of the Division of Maine and 
urged all members to support the President in the present National crisis, 
irrespective of party or other affiliation. 


NATIONAL SECRETARY H. H. HAMMER 


National Secretary Horace H. Hammer was also introduced and 
spoke on behalf of the National Headquarters. He congratulated Division 
Commander Bronsdon and the Division upon the progress being made. 


NOMINATION OF OFFICERS AND DELEGATES 


Upon motion of P. D. C. Jas. H. Wentworth it was voted to proceed 
with the nomination of officers and delegates. 

Division Organizer E. W. Homan (34) was placed in nomination for 
the position of Division Commander by P. D. C., F. J. Bradford. The 
nomination was seconded by P. C. J. W. Fuller (34). t 

P. G., W. A. Leslie (11) was nominated for Senior Vice Division 
Commander by P. D. C. F. E. Warren (67), the nomination being seconded 
by P. C. E. J. Bromberg (51). i 

P. G., J. W. White (89) was placed in nomination for Junior Vice 
Division Commander by P. n-C., F. E. Bolton, the nomination being 
seconded by P. D. C., H. D. Sisson. ( 

P. G., C. W. MacNear (64) was nominated for the Division Council 
by Press Correspondent O. J. Sebolt, seconded by Senior Vice Division 
Commander M. B. Boody. y 

Pp. C., J. H. Hagerty (3) was nominated for the Division Council by 
P.D.C., J.T. Wellington, seconded by P. D. C., F. J. Bradford. 
om. R. A. Soule (15) was nominated for the Division Council by, 
¥. T. Waugh (14), seconded by P. D. C., W. O. Cutler, P. D- CG. 
Wentworth and Del. P. D., Brown (150). ' 

P. C., S. A. Pickering (78) was nominated for the Division Council 
by Division Treasurer E. A. Holmes, seconded by P. C., EB. H. Dalton (98), 
and P. C., J. P. H. Kimball (129). } 

P. C., I. W. Floyd (45) was nominated for the Soldiers’ Home Dor 
mitory Commission by Division Treasurer E. A. Holmes, seconded by 
P. C., F. T. Waugh (14). 

P. D. C., F. E, Warner was nominated for the Soldiers’ Home Dor- 
mitory Commission by P. C., A. M. Huddell (81), seconded by several. 

P. C.-in-C., J. B. Maccabe was nominated for the G- A. R. Trust 
Fund by P. C.-in-C., IF’, E. Bolton, seconded by several. 
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TELEGRAM TO P. D. C. FRED E. WARNER 


P. D. C., H. D. Sisson offered the following telegram to be sent to 
Past Division Commander Fred E. Warner who had been so very sick 
for a number of months. The same was unanimously ordered sent. 

“The Massachusetts Division, Sons of Veterans, in Annual Encamp- 
ment assembled, sends greetings and best wishes for a speedy and per— 
manent recovery.” ; 


A. A. BRONSDON, 


Division Commander 


At 4.15 p.m. recess was ordered taken to 9 a.m. 
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SECOND SESSION 
Wednesday Morning, April 11th, 1917 


Called to order at 9.10 a.m. by the Division Commander. 


RESOLUTION ON PATRIOTIC ADDRESS 


On the following resolution submitted by Camp 111, of Andover, 
the Committee on Ritual and Ceremonies reported that ‘in view of the 
communications in the ‘Banner’ on this subject, the Committee deems it 
inexpedient to legislate” and their report was adopted. 

“Owing to the trouble the Camp has had in securing Brothers to visit 
the public schools in the place of the G. A. R. members, at a meeting of 
W.L. Raymond Camp 111, it was voted to present the following resolution: 

‘Resolved, that the Patriotic Instructor make up and promulgate 
to all Camps of this Division at least six weeks before Memorial Day, 2 
Patriotic address or short piece which can be used by the Sons of Veterans 
to deliver to the school children in their city or town. 

‘This resolution to take effect upon its passage. 

Yours in I., C. and L., 
PERCIVAL DOVE 
IRA BUXTON 
GUY GILBERT 
Commitice.”” 


RESOLUTION ON PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 


On the following resolution, the Committee on Ritual and Ceremonies 
reported that “this resolution ought to pass and be referred to the next 
National Encampment’’. Their report was adopted. 

“At a regular meeting of Gen. S. C. Lawrence Camp 54, Division of 
Massachusetts, Sons of Veterans, U. S. A., it was voted to present to the 
Thirty-fifth Division Encampment, the following resolution: n 

“Whereas, there is a concerted movement by the patriotic societies 
allied to the Grand Army of the Republic of this State, to adopt one and 
the same form of Flag Salute, and 

“Whereas, in the interest of uniformity among the allied Orders, 
the Sons of Veterans, U. 8. A. should adopt the same declaration of loyalty 
to our Flag, 

“Resolved, That this Encampment petition the National Encamp- 
ment to take such action as will amend and shorten the pledge of allegiance 
in our ritual that it shall read as follows: 

“T pledge allegiance to the American Flag and to the Republic for 
which it stands; one nation indivisible, with liberty and justice for all” 

LEWIS A. WEBBER, Commander 
Attest: 
C. B. WEBB, Secretary. 
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RESOLUTION ON ELECTION OF DELEGATES 


On the resolution from Camp 39, North Adams, asking that the 
time of election of Delegates be changed, the Committee on Constitution 
and Laws reported ‘‘ought not to pass.” 

Proposed change in Article VI, Section 1 (a) of the Constitution, to 
read as follows: 

“Delegates and Alternates to the Division Encampment may be 
elected by their Camps at the first stated meeting in December, and shall 
be elected not later than the last mecting of the quarter next preceding 
such Encampment.” 


JOHN A. RICE, Commander 
J. D. BOUTWELL, S. V. Commander 


L. R. KIMPTON, J. V. Commander 
Lincoln Camp 39, 


North Adams, Mass. 


Quite a lively discussion was had on the merits of this resolution. 
Division Press Correspondent O. J. Sebolt spoke in favor of the present 
form, explaining the reasons for it. P. C., J. P. H. Kimball (129), opposed 
a change from the present form. P. C., J. W. White (39) explained the 
reasons that prompted the presenting of this resolution and the difficulty 
of securing delegates who would attend the Encampment on ten days’ or 
two weeks’ notice, claiming that more time was necessary to arrange for 
the trip. Del., M. B. Nelson (44) was in favor of the proposed change. 
Del. P. D. Brown (15) advocated electing at any time between the clection 
of the Camp officers and the time of the Encampment. P. C., W. F. 
Osborne (51) preferred the present form. P.C., W. E. Choate (6) wanted 


2 go on record as opposed to the resolution and in favor of the present 
‘orm. 


Upon being put to a vote, the report of the committee was adopted. 


PAST RANK PETITIONS 


A number of petitions for the restoration of Past Rank were presented 
by the Resolutions Committee and in each case the Committee recom- 
mended that they be endorsed and referred to the next National Encamp- 
ment. The committee’s recommendation was adopted. 


PETITION OF PRESTON H. STARRETT, 65. 


By vote of Gen. W. T. Sherman Camp No. 65, a request is made for 
the restoration of past rank honors to Brother Preston H. Starrett. 

Brother Preston H. Starrett first joined the Camp April 7, 1891, 
when he was 19 years old. He held various offices and served as Com- 
mander in 1896 and again in 1899. During one of the terms he was 
Commander the Camp made a net gain of nearly one-half its membership. 
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He lost his rank when he left here to go home to take care of his father, 
and he took out a transfer card. There being no Camp near-by, his 
transfer card expired before he realized. 

After the death of his father, he soon returned and again joined the 
Camp on December 29, 1911. Since then he has been a very hard worker 
and held different offices, including Chairman of the Camp Council (during 
the past year). 

Fraternally yours, 


PERCY W. MOORE, Commander. 


PETITION OF C. E. STOREY, A. G. JEWETT, F. W. LOTHROP, 24 

At our regular meeting we voted to instruct the Secretary to petition 
the Encampment to restore the Past Commander’s honors to Brothers 
Charles E. Storey, A. G. Jewett and Frank W. Lothrop. 


8. B. HODGKINS, Commander 
A. G. JEWETT, Secretary 


PETITION OF E. A. BORDEN, A. C. DREW, A. W. FORBES, 
W. E. JENNINGS, J. W. WEBSTER, 150 


The following members of John H. Clifford Camp 150, S. of V., having 
lost their rating as Past Commanders would respectfully ask for re-in- 
statement as Past Commanders in the John H. Clifford Camp 150, New 
Bedford. 

This rating was lost through the disbandment of John H. Clifford 
Camp 130, New Bedford, Mass. 

Albert I. Borden, Senior Vice Commander, 1905; Commander 1906 
and 1907. 

Arthur C. Drew, 2d Lieut., 1895; Chaplain, 1896; 1st Sergeant, 1898; 
Captain, 1902. 

Arthur W. Forbes, Camp Council, 1894; was a Past Captain at that 
time. 

William E. Jennings, Captain, 1896; 1897, 1898, 1899; Commander, 
1908; Camp Council, 1894; Sergeant of the Guard, 1895; Camp Council, 
1900; Installing Officer for Camp 90, Fall River, 1897. 

Joseph W. Webster, Camp Council, 1894, 1898 and 1900; Commander, 
1905. 

Respectfully submitted, 
-RUFUS A. SOULE, Jr., 
Commander 


PETITION OF G. N. LAWRENCE, 137 


At a recent meeting of our Camp it was unanimously voted that we 
request that our brother, George N. Lawrence, be restored to the rank of 
Past Commander. 
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Brother Lawrence was Commander of Berkshire Camp No. 121, 
which disbanded here some years ago. He was one of the charter members 
of our present Camp, has not missed a single meeting, and has always shown 
the deepest interest and devoted a good deal of time to the welfare of the 
Camp. In accordance with the rules he has presented to the Camp a 
written request for this restoration of rank. 

Hoping that you will act promptly and favorably in this matter, 


Fraternally yours, 
F. A. REMINGTON, 
Secretary 


PETITION OF J. H. BARTON, 58 


By vote of Sylvanus Cobb, Jr., Camp No. 58, Division of Massa- 
chusetts, Sons of Veterans, U. 8. A., its members most respectfully request 
that past rank honors be restored to Brother Joseph H. Barton of this 
Camp. 

Brother Barton became a member of Sylvanus Cobb, Jr., Camp, 
No. 146, on January 5th, 1911, and was appointed and acted as Treasurer 
for the term of 1911 and was an active member and served on many 
committees during that and the following years and in 1913 was clected 
and installed as Commander, a position that he held with honor until 
the Camp surrendered its charter, losing his rank by the expiration of 
his Transfer Card, there being no Camp in the vicinity of his home. 

He became a member of the present Camp upon its institution and 
has been active in the interests of the Camp and the organization at large 
and we pray that the Division take favorable action on our petition. 


Respectfully submitted, 


WILLIAM H. JOHNSON, 


Commander 
ANSON B. TUTTLE, Secretary 


PETITION OF REV. w. F. LOW, 5 


At a recent meeting of Maj. A. A. Powers Camp No. 5, it was voted 
to present the following Resolution: 

Whereas, Brother Warren Francis Low, having faithfully served as 
Captain and Past Captain of W. A. Andrews, Jr., Camp No. 25, of 
Essex, now defunct, and 

Whereas, His chosen profession having necessitated his removal from the 
town, he applied for and received an Honorable Discharge, and 

Whereas, He has since renewed his fealty to our Order by joining Maj. 
A. A, Powers Camp No. 5, serving as Patriotic Instructor for three 
years and in other capacities with honor and credit, it is the wish of 
the members of Camp No. 5, that Past Honors honestly earned, be 
restored to him, therefore be it 
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Resolved, that we petition the members of the Division Encampment 
to instruct its Delegates to the National Encampment to present a 
Resolution to the end that his past rank may be restored. 

GEORGE A. DERBY, 
Secretary 


PETITION OF A. A. SELDEN, A. W. A. DeLEON, U. G. POWELL, 
B. H. WASHINGTON AND G. F, MURRAY, 156 


We, the members of Sergeant Wm. H. Carney Camp 156, Div. of 
Mass. 8. of V., U.S. A., in meeting assembled, wish to offer the ollowing 
resolve: 

Resolved, that this Camp respectfully petition the Division, for the 
restoration of rank of all Past Captains or Commanders of the former 
Sergt. Carney Camp 82, believing it to be conducive to the best interests 
of this Camp, to the Division, to the Commandery-in-Chief and to the 
Order at large; 

Be it therefore further resolved, that this Camp use all honorable 
means to secure the passage of this petition. 


Respectfully submitted, 


BENJ. F. POWELL, Commander 
ALBERT DeLEON, S. V. Commander 
TWase WASHINGTON, Secretary, 


GREETINGS FROM NEW HAMPSHIRE 


The Division Commander of the Division of New Hampshire, Rev. 
J. Kirkwood Craig, being present, he was escorted to the platform amid 
applause, and introduced to the Encampment. He extended the greetings 
of our neighboring Division. ‘It’s little, but O my! New Hampshire is 
not as big as Massachusetts; nor has she the history. We need to get 
together and intensify our activities, or Memorial Day will some day be 
in the hands of some one else.” 


A DELEGATION FROM THE GRAND ARMY. 


Past Division Commanders H. D. Sisson and F. E. Warren escorted 
to the hall and platform, Past Department Commander T. J. Ames and 
Past Commander O. H. Ellis, of Post 78, of Whitman. 

Past Department Commander Ames said: “It is certainly a high 
honor bestowed upon me by my Department Commander to be detailed 
to extend his official greetings to this Encampment. Better orators might 
have been selected, but no man could have been sent who has more respect 
for your organization. I have neglected no word or action to help your 
Order to fill up its ranks. I want the Sons of Veterans of Massachusetts 
to be one of the largest of its kind in the United States. If every Grand 
Army man in Massachusetts will do as well as your humble servant, you 
will have a grand organization.” 
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COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF OF THE G. A. R. 


Past Division Commander J. T. Wellington and P. C., E E. Sawyer, 
40, escorted Commander-in-Chief W. J. Pattison, of the G. A. R., and his 
Chief of Staff, C. O. Thompson to the platform. Three rousing cheers 
and a “‘tiger” were given these officials. 

Commander-in-Chief Pattison said, “I am glad to be here to convey 
to you the greetings of the Grand Army of the Republic, to your organiza 
tion. Ihave been giving of late some considerable thought to your 
organization, as a successor to our Order, especially in the teaching of 
patriotism. 

“At this time it is a very serious question as to just who will support 
our Country. There are two classes only—those who will support it and 
those who are against it. The Sons of Veterans are in a position to-day 
to further this sentiment. The Sons of Veterans are the natural successors 
of the Grand Army of the Republic. ’ 

The question sometimes arises as to who shall be the successors of 
the Grand Army. There is no reason why the Grand Army should not be 
continued by inheritance, like the Loyal Legion or the Society of the 
Cincinnati, by their sons and their sons’ sons.” 

Chief of Staff Thompson said, “‘As I look into the faces of those in 
front of me I possibly see some veterans of the Spanish War and I know that 
all of you are ready to become veterans of a war if your Country calls. 
If any one in this Country to-day cares to follow any flag but the flag 
of the United States, let him go where that flag floats.” 

Response was made by Division Chaplain R. B. Fisher. “We insist 
that we are not degenerate sons of noble sires. There are men to-day 
who have grown rich and are bloated, but we, your sons and the sons of 
other shores will teach what you taught in your day. We are glad that 
there has come to our ears the words and lessons you have taught us in 
the past. We are glad that our Nation is about to prove that humanity 
is more than ambition. We honor you for what you are. You fought 
a good fight and there is laid up for you a crown of rejoicing.” 


__ The delegation was escorted from the hall amid applause and the 
singing of ‘‘America.” 


GREETINGS FROM THE DAUGHTERS OF VETERANS. 


A visiting delegation of Daughters of Veterans was escorted to the hall 
and platform by P. D. C., J. H. Wentworth, P. C., F. A. Brown (72); 
P.C., F.C. Ames (52) and Del. M. M, Cassavant (94). The visitors were 
Past Dept. President Mrs. A. C. Warren; Past Dept. President Miss 
Althea Field; Mrs. N. G. Loud, Tent 32; and Mrs. B. A. Lyon, 29. 

Mrs. Warren, Chairman of the delegation, extended the greetings 
of the Encampment of the Daughters of Veterans meeting in the hall 
above and said, “The times are more momentous than any recent times 
in our history. We have been lying on our laurels. We should take heed 
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of the signs, especially such signs as those now being displayed in England— 
‘Every man should do his duty’.” 

Miss Field said, “I feel sure that when the call comes, the sons will 
respond, as many have undoubtedly done already. May you keep 
before you the motto of our Order—‘The Flag our fathers saved’.”” 

Del., J. D. Brooks (24) was requested to respond to the delegation. 
He said in part, “Our attitude toward the Daughters of Veterans has 
radically changed. We recognize their importance. We are now entering 
upon a war to preserve our self-respect. War does not mean only death 
and destruction, but a union of forces in the cause of humanity. The 
strongest of all passions is that of a mother for a child, but in a time of 
national danger she takes that child and gladly gives it as a sacrifice for 
her Country.” 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON OFFICERS’ REPORTS. 
The Committee on Officers’ Reports respectfully submit the following: 


The reports of the several officers have been carefully scrutinized and 
given our earnest attention. The report of Division Commander A. A. 
Bronsdon we consider a gem, inasmuch as it is brief in words, but full of 
splendid ideas, sentiments and achievements. His splendid loyalty to 
the Order, and his sacrifice for the welfare of the Division is deserving of 
our highest gratitude. Under his able leadership our Division has been 
greatly advanced, both in influence and membership—the membership 
gain being the largest in 13 years. His recommendations are based upon 
careful observation from the point of view of the professional man, and 
with a deep interest for the future welfare of the Division. 

The reports of the Senior and Junior Vice-Division Commanders 
show their loyalty to the cause and their adherence to service whenever 
and wherever possible. 

The report of the Division Council is an unusual one for this body and 
it savors of splendid business ability in its make-up, as evidenced by the 
completeness of the report of its actions, and the recommendations sub- 
mitted. 

The report of the Division Chaplain is a complete report, numerating 
as it does the love and devotion of Camps and members to the sacred 
duties of Memorial Day. 

The report of Division Secretary Weiler is up to the usual standard of 
efficiency that has characterized those of the past, complete in all details, 
and showing the Division affairs to be in excellent condition. We are 
indeed fortunate to command the continued services of this able and 
conscientious Brother. 

The report of the Treasurer tabulates the financial transactions of 
the Division and the balances in the several funds show an excellent con- 
dition of affairs. 

The reports of the Division Counselor, Patriotic Instructor and Press 
Correspondent are excellent, and we are fortunate to haye been honored 
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with such splendid and able members in the service of the Division. 
These efficient and able officers need no special commendation as they are 
known to so many of you. 

Our Division Counselor, Capt. J. Tracy Potter is now serving the 
Commonwealth in its legislative department, and in the present crisis 
he is in the service of the Country as an officer of the National Guard. 

Division Patriotic Instructor Joe Mitchell Chapple is a man of 
national affairs, whose patriotic sentiments have been heard through the 
length and breadth of our Country. 

Division Press Correspondent, O. J. Sebolt, now completing five 
years of faithful service in this important office, has done much to advance 
the best interests of our Division by keeping our affairs before the entire 
membership, as well as the public. 

The report of the Division Organizer shows a splendid year of activity, 
and the results attained have meant a great deal of sacrifice of time. We 
are to be congratulated that the Division is to have the opportunity of 
keeping this efficient worker in the harness, by making him our leader. 

The reports of the Soldiers’ Home Dormitory Commission and the 
G. A. R. Fund Commission show complete financial conditions of these 
worthy objects conducted by our Order, 

The reports of the various Conference Committees speak well for 
the spirit of co-operation we hold with our allied Orders. 


RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE DIVISION COMMANDER 


f No. 1— That the month of October be continued as the time for 
inspections.” The committee recommended that this be concurred in 
and this was done without any objection being made. 


No. 2.—“That the number of District 
ing a smaller number of Camps to ree 
of an important official.” 
adopted. 


Aides be increased thus allow- 
e the more frequent attention 
The report was “ought to pass’’ and it was so 


No. 3.—‘That an appropriation be made by the incoming Division 
Council for the purpose of holding exemplifications of the ritualistic work 
and for the maintaining of a Division Degree Team.’ The committee 
recommended that the words “and for the maintaining of a Division 
Degree Team” he stricken out and the words “under the direction of the 
Division Commander, assisted by the District. Aides” be substituted, so 
that the recommendation would read, “That an appropriation be made 
by the incoming Division Council for the purpose of holding exemplifica- 
tions of the ritualistic work, under the direction of the Division Com- 
mander, assisted by the District Aides.” The Division Commander was 
willing to accept the substitution and the recommendation was so adopted. 


No. 4.—“That a campaign of publicity be undertaken for the purpose 
of securing eligibles.’ It was recommended that this be concurred in 
and the same was done. 
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No. 5.—‘‘That the Encampment give endorsement to the work of 
securing a State Memorial Building for the Grand Army of the Republic.” 
The committee recommended “ought to pass” and it was so adopted.” 


No. 6.—‘“That 2 Division Committee on Preparedness and National 
Defense be appointed.” This was approved by the committee and 
adopted by the Encampment. 


No. 7.—That the sum of at least $500.00 be appropriated by this 
Encampment and placed at the disposal of the Committee already ap- 
pointed, to be used at their discretion in the entertainment of the delegates 
to the National Encampment.’ The committee reported “ought to pass”’ 
and this was concurred in. 


RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE DIVISION COUNCIL. 


No. 1.—‘That the incoming Division Commander, by and with the 
consent of the Division Council, be authorized to so arrange matters that: 
the Division Headquarters shall be opened every day except Sunday, 
and that some suitable person shal be employed who can not only keep the 
books of the Division, but also act as stenographer and typewriter.” 
The committee recommended “ought to pass’’ and it was so adopted. 


No. 2.—That we require our delegates who are to serye us at the 
National Encampment to be held in Boston next August, to serve without 
pay, thereby enabling us to have this money to use in entertaining our 
visiting Brothers.” The report of the committee was “ought to pass’ 
and it was so voied. 


No. 3.—“That this Encampment by vote advise our incoming officers 
as to the amount of money which they feel should be expended out of the 
Division Funds, for assisting in entertaining the delegates attending the 
next National Encampment.” The committee recommended “no action 
necessary as this is covered by recommendation No. 7 of the Division 
Commander.”” Their report was adopted. 


RECOMMENDATION OF THE G. A. R. FUND COMMISSION 


No. 1,—“That the Encampment authorize the appropriation of a 
sufficient sum to be added to the amount accruing from the Annual Military 
Ball and other sources, to make a total of $500.00 to be placed in the 
G. A. R. Trust Fund’. The committee reported “ought to pass” and 
the report was adopted. 


OFFICERS’ REPORTS COMMITTEE, CONTINUED 


The general condition of our beloved Division, as shown by the 
various reports, is a splendid tribute to the splendid leadership we have 
enjoyed and the harmonious efforts of all, to “Boost and Boom”. 
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‘The officers have all given faithful and conscientious service to all 
the duties entrusted to them and are deserving of our sincere gratitude. 


Respectfully submitted, 


F. L. KIRCHG 
H. D. SISSON 
W.. O. CUTLER 
B. J. BROWN 
E. W. BAKER 


NER, Chairman 


GREETINGS FROM SONS OF VETERANS’ AUXILIARY 


P. D. C., W. O. Cutler and P. C., H. A. Bell (149) were detailed 
to escort to the Encampment a delegation from the Sons of Veterans’ 
Auxiliary composed of Division President, Miss Lottie L. Ford and Past 
Division President, Mrs. Estella A. Richards, 

Division Commander Bronsdon introduced Miss Ford to the Encamp- 
ment, complimenting her upon her work as the head of the Auxiliary 
in Massachusetts and also the organization she represented. 

Miss lord said that this was one of the proudest moments of her life, 
to come and speak to the Encampment of the Sons of Veterans as the head 
of the Auxiliary. She expressed the cordial greetings of her Organization 
and made a presenta ion of $75.00 to be added to the Grand Army Trust 
Fund. This action was greeted with three cheers for Miss Ford and for 
her Division. 

Mrs. Richards said, “Your Auxiliary is loyal and true and always 
will he, especially in these troublous times,” 


PAST COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF EARP 


Past Commander-in-Chief Edwin E. Earp was introduced to the 
Encampment by National Secretary Hammer and gave a very interesting 
talk upon the very carly history of the Order here in Massachusetts and 
in the Country. 


COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF Ww. T. CHURCH 


Commander-in-Chief William , Church, of Chicago, Illinois, was 
escorted to the platform by National Patriotic Instructor Richardson and 
given an ovation of applause and cheers, He said, in part, “I have just 
had an experience that I shall never forget. Ihave just come from Faneuil 
Hall after meeting the Grand Army of the Republic. I shall carry the 
memory of that pleasure to the end of my life. 

“All but a minority of our people have failed to realize the rapidly 
approaching and impending danger of an invasion of the United States. 
The Commonwealth of Massachusetts needs no interpreter. When the 
time comes, as it will come, when an adequate army will have to be raised 
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and equipped to take the field, the great States will all respond. Prior to 
the great devastating War in Europe, our Country has held a unique 
position among the Nations of the World. ; 

“Tt has been my effort to get our Order behind 2 movement for Na- 
tional Preparedness and Defense, to have the Sons of Veterans in every 
Division stand for his platform. We should make these sentiments 
known to our neighbors. We do need and must have universal training 
and service to support the Constitution and the Ntaion. There is no 
chance of militarism obtaining even a foothold in this Republic.” 

Past Commander-in-Chief Bolton was asked to make a response for 
the Encampment and stated that universal military training in Massa- 
chusetts was an old idea here when the news reached Illinois. He followed 
with a plain talk on preparedness and the need of universal training. 


D. OF V. NATIONAL OFFICERS 


P. D. C., H. H. Hale escorted to the Encampment the National 
President of the D. of V., Mrs. Myrtie W. Best, of Marietta, Ohio; and 
National Chief of Staff, Mrs. Sadie B. Wilcox, of Somerville, Mass. 

Mrs. Best extended the love and greetings of the whole Order of 
Daughters of Veterans and said, “If we thoroughly appreciate the heritage 
of our fathers, we will not hesitate to offer our services for the Land of the 
Free and the Home of the Brave. We are your sisters—let us help you. 
Mrs. Wilcox wished the Encampment success. 

Response was made by P. D. C., G. Richardson, who concluded by 
saying, “I want to tell you that newhere will you find more loyalty for the 
Sons of Veterans. We thank you fer your inspiration. ’ 

Recess was taken till 2.30 p.m. 
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THIRD SESSION 
Wednesday Afternoon, April 11th 


Called to order at 2.55 p.m. by Division Commander Bronsdon, 


“STAR SPANGLED BANNER” RESOLUTION 


The Committee on Resolutions recommended “ought to pass’ upon 
the resolution presented by Del. P_D. Brown (150) a ing the endorsement 
of the House Bill 1857, now before the Mass. Legislature. The report of 
the committee was adopted 

House Bill No. 1857—Section 1. In this Commonwealth, the “Star 
Spangled Banner’ shall hereafter be played, sung or rendered in any 
public place or at any public entertainment, or in any theatre or motion 
picture hall, restaurant or cafe, only as an entire and separate composition 
or number, without embellishments of national or other melodies; nor 
shall the ‘Star Spangled Banner”, or any part thereof or selection there- 
from, be played as a part of a medley of any kind; nor shall the “Star 
Spangled Banner” or any part thereof, nor the introduction or prelude 


thereto be played at or in any of the places mentioned herein for dancing 
or as an exit march. 


Section 2. Violations of the provisions of this act shall be punished 
by a fine of not more than one hundred dollars. 


RESOLUTION TO MILLERS FALLS CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH 


The Resolutions Committee offered tk 
was unanimously adopted by a rising vote: 

Resolved, that the Massachusetts Division, Sons of Veterans, U.S. A. 
in its thirty-fifth annual Encampment assembled in Boston, Mass., ae 
presses its deep appreciation to the Congregational Church of Millers 
Falls, Massachusetts, for its generous contribution to this Division in so 
graciously granting the services of our beloved Division Commander, 
Rey. Allen A Bronsdon, during the year just closed. 

You have permitted your pastor, through service as Division Com- 
mander of the Sons of Veterans, to advance the principles of true patriotism 
throughout this Commonwealth. 

We return him to his congregation an example of splendid leadership 
both in civic and in religious life, and wish his congregation greater enjoy- 
ment from the broadening influence of his loving and able guidance. 

We loved him a year ago and he has grown constantly in our affection 

Resolved, further, that the Secretary of the Division be instructed 
to forward a copy of these resolutions to the clerk of the Church. 


he following resolution, which 
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RESOLUTION TO THE PRESIDENT 


On the following resolution, the committee reported ‘ought to pass” 


and this was adopted by a unanimous vote: 

The Massachusetts Division, Sons of Veterans, U. S. A in annual 
Encampment assembled, hereby renews its allegiance to Flag and Country 
and in the spirit of loyalty tenders its services in any capacity to the 
President of the United States and the Governor of the Commonwealth. 

And be it further resolved, that the sitting Division Commander be 
empowered to appoint a committee to take such action as. may promptly 
and practically meet conditions precipitated by any emergency threatening 
National life or public safety. 


CHARLES K. DARLING, Past Commander-in-Chief 
Commander CHARLES T, HARDING 30 


APPOINTMENT OF SPECIAL COMMITTEE 


In accordance with the above, Division Commander Bronsdon 
appointed the following committee, with power to add to their number: 
P. C-in-C. F. E. Bolton; P. C.-in-C. C.K. Darling; P. C.-in-C., J. B. 
Maceabe; P. C., E. E. Hobson, 136; Com. C. T. Harding, 30. 


DELEGATION FROM WOMAN'S RELIEF CORPS 


P. D. C., EB. H Lynds; P. C., G. G. Parson, 89 and P. C., G. W. 
Kimball, 81, escorted a delegation to the platform, representing the 
Woman’s Relicf Corps. Flora 8. Chapin, as Chairman of the delegation 
extended to the Encampment the official greetings of the Massachusetts 
Department, Woman’s Relief Corps, pledging her personal assistance 
and that of her organization. Mary S. Langdon, of Ipswich, also spoke 
briefly. 

Marion E. Bailey, Chairman of the 8 of V. Aides of the Women’s 
Relief Corps, made a presentation on behalf of the Aides, of a donation 
of $30 00 as an addition to the G. A. R. Fund. 

Response to these greetings was made by P. D. G., F. J. Bradford. 
“Yours has been the silent, sacrificing work, giving treasure and all. You 
are again facing a crisis and we know that you will again take up its hard- 
ships. We pledge you that we will do our full measure in this time of 
need of our Country.” 


DELEGATION FROM THE AUXILIARY 


P. D. C., H. D. Sisson, P. C., A. H. Brigham, 11; and P. C., B J- 
Brown, 37, acted as escorts to a visiting committee of the Auxiliary. They 
were introduced in order. 

Past Division President, M. L. Waters said, “It gives me pleasure to 
visit you, especially when so much is expected of you. You will be looked 
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to at this time to show your colors. Every member of the Auxiliary appre- 
ciates the kindness and thoughtfulness of the Division Commander of the 
Sons of Veterans. We congratulate the Division on having such a worthy 
leader.” 

With a few appropriate words, the delegation presented Division 
Commander Bronsdon with a fine umbrella. 

A few words were added by Louise Borden of New Bedford, and 
Vivian A. Cullen, of Orange, after which a reply to the greetings was made 
by Division Organizer, E. W. Homan. 


REPORT OF DIVISION BALL COMMITTEE 
The Committee on Military Ball presented the following :— 


Receipts 


5.00 $456.40 


385.00 

che 40.00 
Printing.... 37.60 
Refreshment 27.60 
Feature... 23.00 
Badges... . 6.01 
Dance Orders, T: 8.10 
4.00 


die eal Want f )ai2t see. 52 
Pee MN ta $213.88 


SUPPLEMENTARY REPORT OF THE DIVISION COUNCIL 


Your Council desires to report that on April 2d they audited the books 
of the Secretary and Treasurer, the report of the Treasurer of the G. A. R. 
Fund Commission, also the financial statement of the Soldiers’ Home 
Dormitory Commission and found as follows:— 
Balance in the General Fund at the close of business March 
31st was 


BuO POCEOLID Acie secs $1,068 .02 
Amount in the Permanent Fund was ae 2,978.27 
Amount in the hands of the G. A. R. Fund Commission was . 2,134.79 
Amount in the hands of the Soldiers’ Home Dormitory Com- 

ADUSSION WSN LINER. aopsiese Us a ide hs Maeda Mk dec ah a 74.78 


In making a comparison of the financial statement this year with last, 
you will notice that we have not deducted the expenses of this year’s 
Encampment before making this report. 


Respectfully submitted, 
GEORGE E. HUNT 
WILLIAM J. RICKER 
FRED W. BUTLER 
Division Council 


ELECTION OF OFFICERS 


The election of officers being declared in order, tellers were appointed 
and voting places arranged. P. C., S. L Pickering (78), 2 candidate for 
the Division Council, announced that he wished to withdraw his name 
from the ballot and moved that as only one candidate appeared for the 
positions of Division Commander, Senior Vice Division Commander and 
Junior Vice Division Commander, and only 3 for the three positions on 
the Division Council, that all of these be elected by the unanimous vote 
of the Encampment. The motion was adopted. 

The balloting was commenced at 4.10 p-m and concluded at 4.35, 
when the tellers went into session. 


DELEGATION OF WAR NURSES 


A delegation of the Army Nurses’ Association was escorted to ue 
hal: and presented by P.D.C., F. L. Kirchgassner; P. C., G. G. Parson, (89); 
P C., J. H. Hagerty (3); Com. R. A. Soule (150); Com. L. H. Austin (51); 
and P., C, F. L. Poole (92). a 

Mrs. F. T. Hazen, President of the Association, extended its greetings 
and was followed by Mrs. Hamilton and Mrs. Stevens. At the request 
of the Division Commander response was made by Del. E 
Simmons (25). 


PRESENTATION TO THE DIVISION COMMANDER 


While waiting for the telle’s to report the result of the election, Past 
Commander-in-Chief F. E. Bolton, on behalf of the Officers, Staff, Camps 
and members, presented a purse of money to Division Commies 
Bronsdon as a testimonial. The presentation was very finely worde 
and the Encampment responded with three cheers and a “tiger”. The 
Division Commander accepted the same in a very feeling manner. 
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REPORT OF THE TELLERS 


*Elected. 
Division Commander 

*Dr. E. W. Homan (34), Wakefield....... 0 .......0..00... unanimous 
Senior Vice Division Commander 

SWoayvumeslion (iL) aWViNibm an eke eel ce. ve cc vce as unanimous 
Junior Vice Division Commander 

*J. W. White (89), North Adams........................ unanimous 
Division Council 

*C, W. MacNear (64), Ashland. . . unanimous 

*J H. Hagerty (3), Somerville. . . unanimous 

*R. A Soule (150), New Bedford unanimous 
Dormitory Commission 

*I W. Floyd (45), Arlington 120 

Wo pWearner\(72) Salem 740. 0..).. ce ow evasion ote one 3 

G. A. R. Fund Commission 

*J. B. Maceabe (46), ROD Aaa Sey Men tains ony op, yo 176 
Delegates to National Encampment 

*L. W. Floyd (149), Manchester 249 

*W. W. Hall (1), Lynn... 288 

*M. B. Boody (30), Dorchester 232 

*I. 2. Upham (52), Leominster 230 

*H. A. Mayo (51), Roslindale, . 226 

*D. F. Brown (59), 73 ramingham. 223 

*A. W. Haskell (35), New Bedford. . 222 

*Rey. R. B. Fisher (15), reas 217 

*R. M. Warren (2), Worcester. . 210 

BY oiWistone\(54); Medford wie a ae boccen 202 

*C. E. Fuller (159), Williamstown, 5 195, 

*H. E. Morrison (4), Plymouth... , . » 194 

*G. S. Emery (78), Lowell... TS e sett, AN ow 185 

*A. C. Dike (25), Worcester... ., 181 

*P. H. Berger (85), Webster. . . 179 

*J. W. Powell, (156), Boston .. 176 

E. W Savage (155), Lynnfield. . 2 ome Ales 

W. R. French (95), Quiney..... . © LTB: 

J. F. McMakin (56), Cambridg : 161 

E. W. Morrill (33), Amesbury... . _ 144 

J. I. Shine (15), Springfield........ . 188 

HE Dhompsen\ (il); (Brockton... sees at ses). eee 18 


INSTALLATION OF OFFICERS 


The new officers were then installed into their positions by National 
Patriotic Instructor Guy Richardson; P. C., G. E. Hunt (67), acting as 
Guide. The Commander-elect announced the appointment of a Secretary, 
Treasurer and Publicity Secretary. The following were installed: 

Division Commander, Dr. E. W. Homan (34) 

Senior Vice Commander, W. A. Leslie (11) 

Junior Vice Commander, J. W. White (39) 

J. H. Hagerty (3) 
R. A. Soule (150) 


Division Council, 


Secretary, H F. Weiler (79) 
Treasurer, F. E. Bolton (46) 
Publicity Secretary, O. J. Sebolt (45) 


DELEGATION FROM AUXILIARY 


At this point a delegation was announced from Auxiliary 13 of 
Wakefield. The visitors were escorted to the hall and Miss L. M. Young, 
on behalf of the Auxiliary in Wakefield, presented a beautiful bouquet of 
carnations to Division Commander Homan, as an expression of love and 
regard. - 


SILVER CROSS PRESENTED 


P.D C.,, F. L Kirehgassner presented the Silver Cross of the Order 
to Past Division Commander Bronsdon, assuring him that he retired from 
the office with great credit and that Tita would be made qyelecme in the 
ranks of those that had gone before him. 


CLOSING EXERCISE 
All business having been transacted and the new officers started on 
their official way, the Encampment was formally closed at 6.15 p-™ 
Respectfully submitted as a true record 
HENRY F. WEILER 
Approved. Division Secretary 


A. A. BRONSDON, 


Division Commander 
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